Routes to tour in Germany 

The Romantic 

Route 


German roads will get you 
there - and if you haven’t yet 
made up your mind, why not 
try the Romantic Route? It 
runs from Wtlrzburg on the 
Main to FOssen high up in the 
Bavarian mountains. 
Romanticism is. not an escape 
from the down-to-earth 
present Into the past. We feel 
these little old towns are a part 
of living history that carries 
more conviction than many a 
book. . 

You nnay have heard of 
Rottientfurg, brrifcaiabflhj or 
Hohenschwangau. But have 
you ever been to Nbrdllngen 
with its unspoilt mediaeval 
town centre? Or Augsburg, 
the 2,000-year-old trading ’ 
centre, episcopal seat and 

Free Imperial City? Or 
Feuchtwangen and 
Donauwfirth? 

Visit, Germany and see for 
yourself Gothic, Baroque and 
Renaissance architecture. Let 
the Romantic Route he your 
guide. 
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'oters give Helmut Kohl 
a decisive victory 


^ncallor Helmut Kohl's conservative 
llltJon has won a decisive victory In 
| general election. The CDU/CSU re- 
Wd 48.8 per cent of the vote com- 
with 44.6 per cent In 1980. It will 
B 244 (226) of the 497 eeate In the 
I Bundestag. The SPD, under Hans- 
fcn Vogel, saw Its share of the vote 
I from 42,9 per cent In 1980 to 38.2 
Icent, end Its parliamentary repre- 
ption drop from 218 to 193. The 
Kwhlch aligned Itself with the CDU/ 
S;fast year, goes back with a reduc- 
jare of the poll and the Greens are 
|ned for the first time at national 
(See table below). 

onservative hopes of being able to 
jovem for four years with the FDP 
been realised. 

>w that this bQrgeriiche KoaHtion 
lained a clear victory in the general 
ton it need no longer worry about 
gal. 1 ; 

^ow has the time to put its policies 
jdracf/ce. It can continue whnt it set 
achieve, and it Ims plenty of time. 
PD slogans could not prevent this 

I , The SPD spoke of "social injus- 
)f “redistribution from the bat- 
merging into a "policy for the 

■conservatives' lack of good 
slogans with political content 
wed unimportant. 
ler did the missiles issues exert a 
Uiluencc. The SPD Chunccllor 
de, Hans-Jochen Vogel, said he 
to keep new missiles out of Ccr- 
t Tills was, he said, in contrast to 
pillion parties, which were intent 
rationing them on German soil. 
Miction must also be regarded as 
r Recess for the FDP considering 
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| ^ te was in after the change of 
n Bonn. . 

pP had to double its electoral 
? a . malter of a few weeks to be 
back to the Bundestag. 
o&ITias been more than aebiev- 
ugh its share of the vote has 
considerably. 

5P Has fundamentally changed 
anging coalition partner. It is 
rapidly , away from any 
ral ideals it muy have had. 

? tticaj blood-letting associated 


with the Liberals' change of course, the 
scars of the "betrayal" campaign, the 
claims that a vote for the Liberals is a 
wasted vote as they wouldn’t get more 
than the required five per cent anyway, 
are just a few of the politicul punches 
that had to be taken. • 

The "majority left of the CDU" 
triumphantly claimed, by Willy Brandt 
when the conservatives failed last year 
in the election in Hesse, did not hap- 
pen. j 

The support for the CDU/CSU-FDP 
coalition is n vole of confidence in its 
two main protagonists, Helmut Kohl 
mid Hans- Diet rich Genscher. 

Above all, voters have given a clear 
go-ahead to the. direction in which cou- 
Eition policies are moving. 

_ Oil the one hand, this means policies 
aimed at overcoming the economic cri- 
sis and. unemployment by releasing en- 
trepreneurial potential, reorganising go- 
vernment spending and pursuing auste- 
rity measures in social-policy fields. 

On the other hand, voters would. like 
to see a foreign policy which sets out to 
muintain security and pcucc via a ba- 
lance between Hast and West and which 
strengthens the Atlantic nlliance, parti- 
cularly through dose lies to America. 

Both policy components, balance of 
power and strengthening the Alliance, 
are backed by the electorate. 

This means that the Federal Republic 
would agree to new missiles on German 
soil if the option hoped for in Geneva 
for land-based medium-range missiles 
fails because of Soviet disagreement. 

This vote is at the same time a public 
mandate: the Kohl/Genscher govern- 
ment must stick to its security policy 
unwaveringly, and not give in to the 
peace movement, no matter how loud 
its protest becomes. 

Johann Georg ReissmQHer . 

'( FfatifcfUrler Allgemeine Zcliung 
for Deutschland, 7 March 1983) 




Moment of triumph: Helmut 


Kohl and hie wife, Hannelore. 

iftioco: Poly-Pwssi 


The Greens just make it 


T he Greens have managed to move 
into the Bundestag. They were opti- 
mistic right up until election day des- 
pite the growing number of skeptics 1 
who believed that they Would not dear 
the compulsory five percent hurdle. 

Forccusts over the past few weeks 
were not good. They said Ihe Greens 
hud slipped from over eight I per cent u 
few months hack to just under five per 
cent. 

The economic programme they 
adopted u few weeks ago at the special 
party conference in Sindclfingcn had 
been publicly torn to pieces and the en- 
vironmentalists found themselves under 
severe attack from both the CDU and! 
the Social Democrats. 

But the leaders, led by Lukas Beck- 
mann, were not put olT by the gloomy 
forecasts. 

Their election campaign was .quite- 
expensive by their, standards i (DM 
750,000 according to their estimates). 


How the parties fared compared with previous polls 



1983 

October 1980 

October 1976 ■ 


Percent of Poll 

Percent , 

, , Percent 

CDU/CSU, 

• ' i 

48.8 

(244 seats) 

44.5 

(226 seats) 

48.6 

: (243 seats) * 

SPD 

38.2 

(193 seats) 

42.9 

(218 seals) 

42.6 

(214 seats) 

FDP 

8 9 

(34 seats) 

. 10.6 
(53 seats) 

7.9 

(39 seals) 


Greens 


Others : 
Turnout . 


5.B 

(27 seats) 


They tried to get their message across 
lo the most important target groups. 
Tills would seem to huve been success- 
ful. 

A group of entertainers calling Itself 
the "Green Caterpillar" put on concerts 
in ulmost all the big Germun cities. Udu 
Lindonbcrg, Wolf Bicrnrann und Betti - 
na Wegener were just some of the bet- 
ter known stars appearing. This seems 
to luivc particularly nUrnclcd first-time 
und young voters. 

The intensive second-vote campaign 
also seemed to have played its part In 
allowing the Greens to edge into Parlia- 
ment. 

However, the real problems racing 
the new party in Parliament are still to 
come. . 

Election sloguns such as "Let the Re- 
public become greener;" are not likely 
to be successful now that the establish- 
ed parties have stepped up their efforts 
towards environmental protection. 

The practical implementation of the 
rotation principle adopted in Sindelfin- 
gen (all Green members of Parliament 
must be replaced after it wo years) may 
come up against legal problems. 

The man in the street and the tradi- 
tional parliamentary parties are already 
wondering about how the Greisns -will 
behave in Parliament. ■ 

• How will the new party get on with 
the other parties, particularly with the 
SPD? 

The Greens will now have to reveal 
their real structure. Will they develop 
into a proper party? Or will they remuin 
just a movement containing members of 
different political currents? 

Will the Greens make a big adjust- 
ment In an effort to push through their 
ecological objectives? Or will they try to 
transform society via their, "fundamen- 
tal opposition"? 

1 Their future will depend on the an- 
swers. 

R. v. Woikowsky 
(Ui* Welt. 7 MjKh 1‘JSJi 
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A long-serving foreign minister oF a 
major EEC country aces a possibi- 
lity that British Prime Minister Marga- 
ret Thatcher could cause a major clash 
at the EEC summit in Stuttgart in June. 
He says she might even leave the confe- 
rence "under dramatic circumstances." 

Gaston Thom, president of the EEC 
Commission, sees the possibility of a 
"severe Community crisis before the 
end of the years." 

Other diplomats and the more far- 
sighted of the Euro-MPs also speak of 
severe problems in the offing for the 
Community, 

Ail EEC governments, the Commis- 
sion and the Europarliament have In 
one way or another been instrumental 
in chrting this crisis-bound course. 

And since the issues at stake are 
money and power, they all feel that 
only a severe tremor will prompt (he 
Community to seek new solutions. 

Both Margaret Thatcher and the Bri- 
tish Labour Party, which is likely to 
push for Britain to leave the Communi- 
ty In the general election campaign that 
will probably be held towards the end 
of the year, are Important factors. 

The number one problem is the huge 
stockpiles of EEC farm surpluses in- 
volving such commodities as grain, but- 
ter and dried milk. 

Portugal and 
Spain: 

grapes of wrath 

T he four-year negotiations about the 
enlargement of the EEC through 
^ernbership of Spain and Portugal 
mi vo lent a new dimension to th6 Com- 
munity s owii North-South problems. 

The present southern members of the I 
Community (Italy, Greece and the 
south of France) how insist that the I 
community owes solidarity first and I 
foremost to its existing members in the i 

SOU l fit 

* th e F«nch see it, the EEC must c 
first concern itself with the existing pro* 
dicers of typical southern farm - pro- - 
durta before entering, the decisive nego- 
Mating phase with Spain and Portugal •: 

No matter how difficult 'and costly to 
reaitse, the contemplated agricultural 
measures will not be enough to overco- 
me the backwardness of southern re- 
gions. As a result, there have for years l 
been- demands for a special Community 
development programme for the Modi' « 

terranean regionsi .... 

The Commission ; has- In: fact been h 
a 8 °" t UC ^ * Programme for the f, 

past 18 months.,;. 11 

' But what has., now. been presented; to P 
the: press' by .the Commission*: Italian « 
vice-president, Lorenzo Natali, is both | 

spectacular and meagre. 11 

, Natali to release 8 

*!** d f ' ,h ° nevvr “ Intc grated Mtfditer* L 
tonean Programme 1 -. * 

And what he did say .about it was ; so ? 

vague as to make it impossible to arrive a < 

vohf SP ? k ‘ of a six -y ear Programme iti- ?! 
' 6bn «“ (DMI5bn). and men- f a 

“id n ° ,h i„g about whelhs! E ' 
the funds are available or whether the m 
money still hasto.be raised.. ■ P 

f ! hat ^'Commission const* a 
dered that (he present financing sources r 
of the ! EEC would be' inadequate 1 for fin 

tore needs. . .." h 

" Th6ftl hardly have been a poor- tie 

cr ; presentation of .a good project. ■ pn 

, Csr/ A. Ehrhardt ! ‘ 

fHanddsblatt, 25 February I9S3J pic 


THE EEC 


Farm surpluses remain 
centre of concern 



The Third World and the Soviet Bloc 
are short of the foreign exchange they 
would need to buy the surpluses, caus- 
ing prices on world markets to take a 
dip as the USA prepares to dump its 
even larger farm surpluses with the help 
of government subsidies. 

The net result is that world food pri- 
ces are plummeting further and further 
below EEC benchmark prices. And this 
means that the DM32bn earmarked in 
the EC budget for the storage and sale 
of farm surpluses will fall far short of 
the amount needed. 

The higher the Community's agricul- 
tural spending the wider for London the 
gap between its contribution to EEC 
coffers and the benefits it receives in re- 
turn. The reason for this is simple: Bri- 
tain s fanners produce no surpluses 
worth mentioning. 

The number two problem Is (hat Bri- 
tain was reimbursed DM2bn of the pay- 
ments it made to the EEC in 1982 in a 
complicated procedure that involved a 
supplementary EEC budget for 1983. 

The number three problem has to do 
with the fact that Euro-MPs have coino 
to realise that the. issue of British contri- 
butions to the EEC has given them the 
power to force the Community to deve- 
lop further. 

The point is that the Europariiament 
has considerable powers regarding the 
budget and could stop future onset 

payments to London. 

So this leaves two approaches still 
open. On the one hand, EEC farm 


ft 0 " 1 ) Foreign Minister Hans-Die- 
J-Rtrioh Genbcher still hopes that the i 
European Act will be adopted. The Act 
J an initiative by Genscher and his Ita- 
lian opposite numbor, Colombo,. aimed 

united Europe. the ' < f oa of a po|1 *'oally 

whn U mAH C n mr T ity forei B n m,n isters 
who met in Bonn for the specific purpo- 
se of. discussing the Act don’t seem to 

faci th^n 0 hcadwa yt despite the 
nrrii ??? schw spoko of “substantial 
progress. He revealed no details. 

.. I M s J b ; eco » n ! n 8 Increasingly likely now 
t0 th( j deep-irooted problems' 

an idwL Un ty ’ 010 Act wil1 remain 
j Genscher’s original aim was to have a ! 
proper treaty on the unification of Eu- 
ppe. He later watered this down to a 
solemn . Act" that would encompa* 
activities outside the Treaties of Rome 
and . make -non-military security, issued 
find cultural affairs the subject of regu- 
lar Community consultations. .He also 
wanted to strengthen the powers of the 
Europariiament. ■ 

i So J a r» however, the most Important 

Site rei^ Ion \ bf f h< C ™nhy 
hdve rejected such major points of the> - 

Act as more sweeping powers for the 

Europariiament. 

Other issues, such as security polioy. 
have long been the subject of corisultai 
tions wherever. Nato and EEC 
provisions permit. 

; ,T he I r ® a * Problems like mass iinem- ' 
ploymenf cannot be solved by Euro- 


spending must be pured down drastical- 
ly; but this is bound to founder on op- 
position from France, Ireland, Greece 
and Denmark, for whom farm exports 
are vital if they are to keep their bulun- 
B ces of trade on an even keel. 
f Another stumbling block is the Bcnc- 
. lux countries which favour another up- 
i prouch, i.c. the assignment of new func- 
j tions to the Community and the ullocn- 
, Mon of the necessary ftinds, in other 
words, a boosting of the Community 
budget. 

The rejection in the current election 
campaign of any moves to boost EEC 
revenues before Spain and Portugal join 
is the only bit of common ground bet- 

■ ween Chancellor Helmut Kohl and the 
SPD chancellorship contender HanB-Jo- 
chen Vogel. 

Any added German ftinds for Brus- 
sels would have to be provided for by 
more government borrowing or higher 
taxation, and none of the political par- 
ties is prepared to go that far, 

Problem number four has to do with 
the fact that an equitable ratio between 
London's contribution to the EEC and 
the benefits derived from it can only be 
achieved if Community finances and 
functions are widened considerably, the 
EEC Commission said in its mid-Fe- 
binary Green Paper. 

Though Britain has a below EEC 
average per capita GNP there are nc- 
verthcless poorer Community member 
nations, the Paper says. 

Increased spending by tho regional 
and social funds would enable the 
Community to tackle new tasks in the 
field of Industry, research, transport 
and some other areas, but this alone 
would not provide the strived-for finan- 

■ - 1 

Genscher still 
has hopes 
for Euro Act 

pearl Act. They can at best be alieviat- 
edjt is up tp the national governments. 

use ° f the Community’s vaBt do. 
mestic market as a means of restoring 
in to nauonaj competitiveness has foun? 
Sil° n hfl subsidies race between the 

proMoir m ' r n * ti0n ‘ and 

The * na K> r problem is the EEC 

X go ~ 

durirtu th. p t “ cards on the table 
"raining months of the 
Otoan presidency of the EEC Coun- 

The British contribution oroWen™ 

America s agriculture* policy makcri; ^ 

To add to tHtd, the membership of 


clal balance between p 00ril 
member nations. ‘ “ 

The Green paper took so w# 
of (he sails of Europarliametn 
gists und cuutiously drewthe ft 
vemments* attention to a wav^ 
British dilemma: Either b? r 2 
portion of VAT the member 
m relative to their ONP Mm 
go ut tho expense of Q im ~ 
murk and the B cnc lux counS 
imposing a special levy on d 
with large farm surpluses. 

II10 latter Is nonsense ba 
would hit poor Ireland m 
hard und Purls would In B m 
never agree to It. But both k 
would be sutlsfactoiy to Unfa 
sc they would reduce Britain’u 
tribution (money paid in n\m\ 
received). 

One of the more startling faa 
the Thatcher government - hi 
glnally wanted its contribute 
blems for 1983/84 and the & 
years settled by last Novemfo 
been holding its peace since Ihn 
The explanation for this In 
Since the opposition Ubw 
wants Britain to pull out of i 
inunity, Mrs Thatcher has no 6 
to demonstrate in the election a 
that It mokes much more n 
squeeze the maximum concea 
of the EEC partners. 

But this cannot be donet 
summer or autumn when theft 
ty’s farm spending for 1983 ca 
mated more accurately. Then, I 
Mrs Thatcher will be able toe 
demands to maximum levels. 

Nobody knows who will wii 
tisli election and whether U! 
wins, would uctuully pull 0*3 
another imponderable denes C 
of the amount of agricutoril 
costs. ‘ S 

None see a swift solutions! 
those who arc gravely eoncwS 
tho fact that Greece will isE 
president of the EC Council faB 
cond half of this year, gridim 


HOME AFFAIRS 


Worner reveals his blueprint for changes 
at the Defence Ministry 


Portugal arid Spain would so a 
EEC budget as to make it nett 
raise the one per cent VATrew 
member nations now pay in. 

Bonn now awaits new fioiv 
posals from the EEC Com® 
proposals that have only betf*' 
in the Commission's Green hi* 
• So far, there has been noth!# 1 
position to any boosting of fob 

This is where the concrete P 
He. Naturally, Qeiucher's IdtH 
do no harm. But — even if ilfc* 
— It would mean no moe tbw^ 
the name of a company thrt® 
bankruptcy. 
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i i Ministry of Defence' will not run 
tort of cash again, says the Minis- 
artfred Warner (CDU)': ■ 

ire were still weak spots in the Mi- 
, he told the '5,300 employees in 
ing how he wants to run the orga- 
>n, But it was nevertheless mana- 

ler the former. .SPD Minister, 
Apel. tfie Ministry ran into cash 
ms. At the centre of the problem 
e.new Tornado fighter-bomber. . 
ing Herr Apel’s last two years in 
the rising cost .of the Tornado 
constant public issue. 

^Anier says the Ministry seems orga- 
W s'qundiy enough. The question re- 
ined whether the many, mistakes of 
I ; past 10; yeqm could, be rectified by 
spisational changes alone, 

Vdrnef (i h?s dropped his predeces- 
r’s idea of appointing a comptroller 
^watchdog over and planner of Mi- 
tor finances because, the "losses due 
jfjetipp" would simply be too great. 

I jstead, the new Defence Minister, jn- 
s tp assign the key position of top 
jn planning, budget; and armament 
ic chairman of tip Joint Chiefs of 
l (Gcqeralinspekteur) who. , h ad a I • 
l exerq^ed this.Ainction but whose 
its were pared dpwq under Apel. 
Uhe layman, ali .this talk about u 
tr ;qrganisational ( ■ structure . of the 
pee Ministry .seems pretty abstract. 
ihind this searfb for better planning 
more .efficient use of the shrinking 
iMjnd the Bundeswehr’s arms and 
pment is the Tornado. 

•el himself played a major role in 
mistakes that were made in connec- 
Mth the Tornadp. The new plane 
spotlighted the many mistakes In 
*1 that can occur in such a huge 
nistratidn ufe the Defence Ministry. 

6 alarm signals that were sounded 
too late, and the general maxim at 
me was "whatever goes wrong can 
« be fixed." * )• 

t this does not apply to the current 
jej Minister. Nor will it apply to 
'' nis successors for the rest of the 
ty* Since there is no more money, 
Wmstry , has . po choioc bqt to 
n !jno its operation.. . , 

■ is, of course, little consoiation .to 
^ payer, whose hard-earned money 
ready gone 'do wit the drain. ■ 

J 1 . Apej jiad his ' fiasco with the 
190 much df tji'd blame was pinned 
"PWiy the inefficiency 
. Ministry which was described as 
occphalJt" and"‘iinmanaigeablc". 
mer now says: “The Ministry is 
^roCcbhaiic at allj it is perfectly 
jeable-ati'd the amount of expert 
to -it ill considerable. 1 The 

structure Is iourid" 

'^firnir also sild that "(lie sfafT 
; rjitefmohvaied and there fs ho 
ig Inat there are Wiak spois.”/ 

S®r to® memoranda that were 
t ed when the hew minister took 
■J??* sea toalthe defence adminls- 

h m Sf ^ thcr ^ato countries were 
« more Heavily staffed . The figures 
a were: 23,000 for the USA, 7.000 
jJ*S**+ is much smaller in 
l0o?r ?r s)i *3,000' for Britain, 
P fwUtaiy ,nd. about 25,000 for 

WOi ih n has’ mote staff 

Germany, the Netherlands 
f W and tiny Denmark 830. 



The Bonn Defence Ministry concedes 
that these figures arc not necessarily 
open to a straight comparison. But 
pointing to them as a quasi excuse was 
still unnecessary. 

There are 680,000 people working 
under the aegis of the Defence Ministry 

— 175,000 of them civilians. Of the 
5,300 direct Ministry staffers, 474 are 
classified as executive staff and 1,300 
are specialists in 370 departments^ 

. The memoranda that were prepared 
for Wflrner’s latest press conference 
stressed that criticism of “poor organi- 
sation and overstaffing was based on 
inadequate knowledge of the tasks tho 
Ministry has to perform." 

The public must now pin its hopes, on 
tho Minister's admission that weak 
spots exist and that they will bo overco- 
me. These weak spots ar?: 

• For t a long time there was no 
"planning rhythm" and no properly 
thought out concept for the Bundes- 
wehr us a whole. und for its individual 
services.' All went well as long as there 
was enough money, says Wfirner. 

Mistakes were repaired through 
emergency decisions. Neither politi- 
cians nor the military stuck to planning 
blueprints. . , . 

• Planning, (ho budget and armament 

— the three pillars ■— Were uncoordi- 
nated. Too muny departments worked 
independently of cucli other. 

• There wus a lack of clarity between 
the Individual functions. The informa- 
tion obligation — i.c. who had to In- 
form whom of what — was ill-defined. 

• Tho powers of llio Gcncmlinspck- 
tcur were also unclear. This became ob- 
vious when ex- Defence Minister Apcf 
clashed with Gencralinspekteur Harold 
Wust. Though the reason for the clash 
had nothing to do with day-to-day work 


at the Ministry, relations between the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and the minister remained strained, and 
Hans Apel always regarded his Genera- 
Unspekteur as a problem case. 

• When planning, the question as to 
the price of a project and the cost of fu- 
ture maintenance was frequently ignor- 
ed. In this last of Wfirner’s “weak 
spots”, too, the Tornado js a 1 telling 
example. 

Warner intends to take the following 
action: , 

• The entire Ministry work. must re- 
vert to a strictly planned work rhythm. . 

• The socalled “planning conference" 

is to become a new link in the envisaged 
work chain that will be modelled on 'In- 
dustry. The planning conference is to 
meet four times a year, and two of the 
meeting are to be attended by the minis- 
ter. i. 

• There is to be a new "transparence" 
between budget, armaments and plann- 
ing to prevent unforeseen develop- 
ments. (Such unforeseen developments 
ocourred frequently in connection with 
the Tornado during Hans Apel's tenure, 
leading to scandals in the Ministry.) 

• The Generalinspekteur is to retain 
his responsibility for planning' and 
planning control. It is necessary to .set 
priorities without at the same limo sett- 
ing restricted quotas for one or the 
other branch of the armed forces. 

O The question us lo the cost of a wea- 
pons, system is to be raised over and 
over again. Up to now,: planners relied 
on the Bundestag approving of funds 
even if the cost of a weapons system 
had risen considerably since it was first 
planned. (The last examples here arc 
the navy frigates.) 

Tho entire planning concept must bo 
chungcd in the future. For financial rea- 
sons, tho question to be asked will no 
longer be: "Whlch is the best weapons 
system?" 

The fact is that the era of technologi- 
cal perfectionism is drawing to an end. 


i 

Something for everyone in 
armed forces library 


T he . 150,000 volumes .of the 
DQsseldorf-based central library of 
the Bundeswehr is a treasu rehouse of 
information both for scholars of strate- 
gic studies and the public. . 

Tho library and its 124 branches is 
part of the international lending library 
system and cun be used free by the 
public. 1 1 

The oldest book was printed in Veni- 
ce in 1471. It contains excerpts from a 
manuscript on strategy and Military af- 
fairs. The latest of thb publications 
deals with space warfare. So the range 
spans five centuries. > . : 

As a specialised ' military library in 
the service of scientific, occupational 
arid 1 personal information' plus further 
education, the library is about '(d intro- 
dude a corriputerised catalogue that 1 Can 
pinpoint the whereaboutsiof any Of the 
1.8 million-volumes kept by the DQssel- 
dorf; heart office amb its blanches 


nation-wide. The library handles inqui- 
ries frqm alloVer the world. 

One of its other mqin . functions is the 
publishing of a blbliqgraphy of, literatu- 
re relating to strategic studies and; mili- 
tary affairs, says the director. Dr Joa- 
chim Sack. . 

Despite its meagre budget, the Jjbrary 
subscribes to 530 magazines in 12 lan- 
guages, 

i The : .bibliography, published -and 
:periodically updated by the library goes 
to scientific institutions and other, libra- 
ries ; throughout.. the world, except the 
East Bloc. ,, .. 

• The DQsseldorf institution has for 
: 5ome years also been -linked through a 
computer terminal with the Bundes- 
wehr Data Bank and Documentation 
Centre. . - 1 . .■ . - • , 

; - The' original stock of the library) wAs 
made up or five military .libraries With 
material dating back to the I8th century 
and a Very valuable private coilectidh df 


The idea is that our 60ldiers will have 
to cope with second and third best solu- 
tions in terms of technology without 
any loss of efficiency. Given sound 
planning, such solutions should be 
quite feasible. 

There is little negative WBmer has to 
say about Hans Apel's suggestion to ap- 
point u comptroller as the lop Ministry 
plunner. "But, the. idea wijl not be pur- 
sued any ; further," says a terse Ministry 
statement Tpis. was prompted, by,. the 
realisation that many of the top military 
brass reject the institution of. a comp- 
troller — though not in alj case,9 for bu- 
sinesslike reasons. « 

What Wflmpr is striving, fof, .^ less 
costly improvements that will sbpYe all 
improve, (he general -.atmosphere., , And 
.since the military, establishment rejects 
the idea, of a comptroller, He, felt it was 
best to. drop.) t. for the sake of “atmos- 
phere". • . | , ■, . , , 

i .The innovations that today iap pear i re- 
latively abstract are likely to become the 
political, topic of the, day soon ^as the 
Tornado did In its day. 

Since the Defence Ministry budget 
has remained almost unchanged, there 
will be hardly any money to buy new 
weapons systems for any of the three 
branches of the armed fortes. 

What is needed is a , reshuffle- But 
How Is MarifYed Wb'rnef td do this in 
ednerete tenns? Is he to spread the pur- 
chase df the Tornado, the new Leopard 
II tank and the new frjgates over a lon- 
ger peridd of time? ■ *' ' 1 ' 

Exactly this is what (he, conservatives 
have always rejected,, pillorying Apel 
every time he made a suggestion ih that 
direction. 

■ t 

Biit there Is no alternative to such a 
move, which means that Wilrner. could 
find himself .having to’ do exdqtiy that 
for which he cerisu'red Ap£i when jic 
was in the op|>opitlon, J ; * ; ' ; 

This in itself makes; improved; plann- 
ing mandatory — even If , this planning 
involves onijf' the management pf 'shor- 
tages, , ? , 1 1 

In any event, whatever agreement 
might bo reached ip thq current arms 
limitation talks, it will proviso little jo* 
lief for the Defence Ministry’s strained 
budget. 

' ' Peter Quay 

(WielniSchef Meridir/ChHsI und Well, 
2* Febrtinty 1983) 


,17th,pnd> 18th. century military Utoratu- 

to*-,.' -■ : .1 :■ ! ■■■- : -r.' /I ■*; i| 

The ; callgraphy and beautiful illustra- 
tions of the early works mnkeithe. libra- 
ry u.n important cultural instltuiioo.i . ,j 
. There is a heavy . demand . fori old 
army regulations, r- not because of their 
curious text but for the practical itoror- 
mation they, provide for. museums .and 
colleetorsd enabling them, to reconstruct 
military history through the painstakin- 
gly exact regulations and- descriptions. 

- . Several: ye Hra ago, the library staff in- 
.directly became lifes avers when- a staff 
member of. the posseldorfi aquarium 
was.bitteq.by a tropical fish.i Doctors re- 
membered that an American, navy ma- 
gazine, had published information' on 
ihlB particular type of poison, Tho libra- 
ry quickly found the article and tho vic- 
tim survived. i.. ; . .. . . 

■ . The library even deals with such app- 
arently non -military subjects as ornitho- 
logy, which is important not rtniyio mi- 
litary but also: to , civilian aif. traffic, 
especially.- : with . , regard , , to migratory 
birde that can pose a hazard to aviktion. 
■" Information, from bDOsseldotf <hus 
sometimes been decisive in ihe.Sltirtg of 
new airports. Karlheinz Welkens 
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Reichstag fire was 50 years ago and 
still the debate goes on 
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L ate in the evening on February 27, 
1933, Berliners were startled out of 
their sleep by the sound of howling si- 
rens. '• 

The Reichstag was on fire. During 
the night German radio broadcast excit- 
ed reports on the fire. 

At the scene, the police had arrested 
a Dutch journeyman by the name of 
Marinus van der Lubbe, whose activi- 
ties and behaviour that evening seemed 
to leave no doubt as to his guilt. • 

For the Nations Socialists this was a 
clear-cut case; van der Lubbe was a 
pawn in the Communist-socialist plot to 
overthrow the new government, 

A little less than one week before the 

‘New evidence 
uncovered’ 

A fonper American prosecutor dur- 
ing the Nuremberg war crimes 
, trials says that he has traced new wit- 
nesses to the fire which burnt down the 
Reichstag in 1933. Former prosecutor 
Kcmpner, now a lawyer in Frankfurt, 
, Ha * given the names to the West Ger- 
man Federal Supeme Court with the 
aim of gritting a' retrial. 

No dedsipn has yet been made. 
.£ e W e f bas b «n trying for years to 
get a retrial in the interest of the brother 

m t n flcc ^ ed at the tfme of com- 
miltiiig the crime, the Dutchman Mari- 
nus van der Lubbe, who was subse- 
quently executed. 

Kenipner had to appeal ,to the Fede- 
ral Supreme Court because the higher 
regional court in Berlin had decided on 

% I982 ’ lh ! ! a atrial Was 
not permissible, since West Germany's 

: Xi?'" iion co “ rt for ,hc 

rJS ^ d6i ° n is " at least cu- 
3JP ra ? s contrar y t0 pother do- 
cislop taken, by the Federal Supreme 

?^, Wh u h ,s not howev er regarded j 
as binding by the court in Berlin. 8 j 

D m ?u flrk Who 9 ufc stioned Gfiring on s 

fire durin « the Nurem- 
n ? w states tb « Garing ad. i 
m it ted: that there was- no investigation s 

*b rf,!h e , ld l USe ° f the nre ' Hltle? had r 
! j « hat thb Comibu nist set it alight r 
f h ndQbrin8 was instructed to tell this 8 to > 
the press; - *i J 

'i. At|leMt this was the veriibn Gfiring l 
told^Kempner in October 1945 in Nu- v 

remberg; s • 

■head w|tnessea'are the former f! 

head of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diehl; and tl 

17 * 1 ’ T c .°P rade : of l GOring, who 
Sj)' 7,i° h8V ® heard a M confessiort” by ti 

C . Bp,ain ; O ene . v 

dvAte^fl 118 t0 Ke,npnerl OieW alrea- s 

SMSF! y T ago that Goring organic u 
di r h \S Urn " 8 . ol ' dl0 Reichstag/ Van ri 
d n«MK bB * Wasjusl “ a P° or httle devil”; 

, ft ? a ‘ he ' Ve K " flxt dfl y Ber the fire T 
Loerzer admitted Iqi the : other witness a 

mthe : Berlin Aeroolub;^. I Vi i-„ • 

• : ."I don't know what 'all the guessing is l 
about; my former fellow Luftwaffe pilot ... 
Gdnng told me to set fire to the pitted C 
■and f was heiped byu fow. members of ft 
the.SA •- ... :i i„ Iii; .. jf 

. *■ • 1 >«%-■ dpa.i 
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last multi-party election to the Reichs- 
tag (March 5, 1933), the NSDAP had at 
last found rousing material to back their 
election slogan "Fight the Marxists!". 

Hitler's party, opposed to democracy, 
declared itself to be the spokesman of 
the moral indignation at the attack on 
the symbol of Weimar parliamentarism. 

At long last they had found a pretext 
for putting their extensively prepared 
programme of arrests into practice. 
Early in the morning on February 28, 
1933, about 4,000 Communist and So- 
cial Democratic party officials, journa- 
lists and writers were taken into party 
or police custody, usually in a most bru- 
tal manner. The unrestrained torrent of 
Nazi propaganda was to show its ugly 
face during the course of 1933. 

. Despite great pressure by the political 
pohee, the Leipzig trial on (lie burning 
of the Reichstag ended with a verdict of 
not guilty in December 1933. The four 
main (Communist) defendants were re- 
leased from prison, one of them being 
the KPD party whip in the Reichstag, 
Ernst Torgler. e 

The German Supreme Court at the 
time was not able to place the responsi- 
bility for the fire at the doorstep of the 
KPD or the NSDAP. 

To attempt the latter would undoub- 
tedly have endangered the lives of the 
judges themselves. 


However, not only left-wing circles 
but also the Conservatives had conside- 
rable reason to suspect the Nazis us 
being the real culprits. 

No-one put it past them. On January 
31, 1933, for example, Goebbcls had 
stated that “the Bolshevist attempt ut 
revolution would have to flare up first” 
so as to be able to crush the political 
enemy. 

The suspicion centred on the fact that 
it was virtually impossible for one indi- 
vidual to have set the whole Reichstag 
alight. 

Rumours spread that an SA comman- 
do had entered the Reichstag via an un- 
derground passage leading from the 
palace of the ReichsprSsident, where 
Gflring lived, to the Reichstag building 
itself and then set it alight. 

Although there Is no general agree- 
ment on who committed nrson in this 
case, historical research increasingly 
tends to support the more simple likeli- 
hood. This would mean that van der 
Lubbe alone, in attempt to provide a sig- 
nal against Hitler's course of terror and 
Warmongering, had committed the 
enme. 

However, the historical and pollticul 
significance or the dute February 27, 
1933, is not solely concerned with the 
question of criminal responsibility for 
the fire. 

More important was the capital made 
out of the situation by the National So- 
cialists. For Hitler, supported by u reso- 
lution passed by the cabinet, obtuined 
an emergency “Decreco for the Protcu- 
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February 28, 1933. 

The once-u 

rights guaranteed by the Weim.J 

tulion and rc-introduccd th, 1 j f 

G 5 f or hi 8h tre „ son , ^ , loses the 

r U rtl«rTw™«ucd°“n^ir he h “ throw,, 

been commitiM ,1!" up the businessman again as the 

to sentence vundi*ri . hl Cddto v®8 e y man of lhe nalloil - According to 
‘ cr Lu bbetod«ri|ic trades union federation, the DGB, 

* ° s 2? t lo the Buillou'nihe business community is threatening 
nuary 1934. The National Sodilikniocracy. 

used the Decree to justify thrirj And the SPD party leader, Willy 
lcrror * [Brandt, says: “Big money is rallying 

Now they had the legal basii| orces a g alnst the workers.” 
quired to bnn all press maujfc' 8ut °P ,nion P° ,,s suggest that these 
by the Communists and Social tlP 5 are not slmrccl by lhe population 
rats only days before the elector Iargc< 

This enhanced their influee«t : ,' p1cold * ru * sm 0 a * lc h from a German 
election campaign and increa 3 rir?° ndary scho °* textbook) to the effect 
intimidation, pat the boss rakes it in while the work- 

The indignation of the pojK* w ® ats out seems to be a favourite 
was blown up out of all prorS# tdacat . lonists * 
the government was able to tal T * 1CSC ' nte Dectuals, whether they arc 
actual issues in policy-makiniiJ < ? u . lne or mcre, y self-styled, are quick 
through unpopular measure C 8eMrflllsC their economIc wisdom 
the genera! public being f\illyij nd a ? p,y 11 to every businessman or 
what was happening. executive. 

The Reichstag fire and IlsccJLS 1 most peop,e hove difrere nt ideas, 
res perhaps represent the moE le the businessman is not exactly 


The once-unloved businessman slowly 
loses the exploiting-villain image 


ces perhaps represent the me® , lc we biismessman is not exactly 
tnnt step on the way to Nazi sed ’ 13 P llbl,c lma 8 e has been Im- 
nftcr the “street” had been # 5t f adI,y ' il n 
with the help of Conservaii«S “ is an »n a 8e that Hu ctuates with the 
cions political power obtalndip a . nd of thc cconom y and 
nuary 30, 1933, a climate oPldr™ 18 51,11 room for im P r ° v cmenl. But 
legal uncertainty 1 ' had been ernifti! 5 n ,° l ? n8er sccn us l,lc vi,,aln thuL 

Together with thc peraiontnil?; e . elcctlo y v > >rs l f y un ^ de P ict ,lim Ufi - 
emergency, this paved the wjyR] t . ,55 J 1 J ,ris,n 8 { tbat u cven y° u , n 8 P eo ’ 
passing Enabling Act with the textbook image 

gesetz) on March 23, 1933, S f u r 

vided a legal support for ibtfcS or pcrhaps becausc ° r thc 
phere of uncertainty. l£!! ? u° es , lh . c entra preneur's 

cban B®d: What has happen- 

Z jUdi ^ h " V H b T br0k0n 

2i Mnw 0 "” ovcr lbc P asl tbrec decades. 

Opinion surveys in 1950 showed that 
cem of respondents said that all 
, ... businessman thought of was profit. 

'<>5lmil.irly-mlndtdE|n!y l6 pcr ccnl „ 10 hc h ; d „ 

such as Alexander SchmortKEnse of social responsibility, 
toph I’robst und Wilhelm CiCThe picture was rather dilTercnt in 
pruTcssors Tlieordor Hacckft|9 6: 39 per cent admitted that hc hud. 
Mu h and above all Kurt Hebcf In 1980, 38 per cent thought hc hud 
philosophy faculty, RJld 41 per cent that he hadn't. 

Most of the meeting Pollsters also found out that the 

were held in Schmorell'i flsi 4S? rkers Wero becoming less keen to 
movement will go down in iht|sj n 8 e P ,oces with the boss, 
of the German resistance 1980 iwo-thirds would not change 

Die Weisse Rose, and °oly one-third considered 

_ This group soon »gr«a fH v f„" g f^ man ' s lnde P endence worth 


a ivgill auppe 

phere of uncertainty. 


Eckard M 

(ttcuiuhc* AllgemeinciSw 
21 Wn 


Open dissent cost White Rose 
students their lives 



yeara aB °* on February 22, 
* 1943, Sophie Scholl, hfcr brother 
Hans and their friend Christoph Probst 
were sentenced to death in (he Plfltzen- 
see prison in Berlin. 

“Our nation stands shaken at the tra- 
gedy or Stalingrad; 330,000 German 
soldiers were sent to their doom as a 
part of the brilliant strategy of the war- 
mongering lance corporal. We thank 
you, our FOhrer. . . The name of Ger- 
many will remain, dishonoured for ever 
unJMs German youth rises, rakes re- 
venge and expiates, crushes its tormen- 

“P / ^ new splrilliaI climate 

h ^?, keh from a !eaf, et by 
the Weisse Rose" (White Rose).: f 

in-H| l I n ^ I ' ed8 t t. 0f leaflets were dis- 
tnbuted on the steps of the Munich uni- 
versity ort Febnlafy 1 8; 1943. 

Unfortunatefy, the university porter 
saw what was goini on arid Bolted the 
.“ y d0 - B ° that nolone could 

-He then blarmed the Sricret Police. 
The police were fast to arrive arid came 

Dhl^Snh e i/ Wt u suspCcl * Ha "s andiSo- 
phle Soholl whd after being identified 

were put under arrest. , , 

'^"Hans Scholl (bora in Ingershefm near 

e ™ in ' 9 ">J and Sophie sS 

n rChtenb ' rg nMr Heilbronn 

lnJ92 ) had grown up in Ulm. • 

iR..» h hrra at - er ^ as ma yor of the town 
! bf fascination, they joined the Hit- 




ElVMiM 


. ***■}. " .. : 

ler Youth, or the Association of Ger- 
man Girls as the case may bo, in 1933 
just like thousands upon thousands of 
their peers. 

Ahnv^T* d [ sIIIusionme nt soon came. 

l he totalitarian demands 
made which ran contrary to any lndivi- 
dual emotional feelings soon created a 

youngs, l™" reJKti ° n Wilhin “• 

hid ^ S were "o longer able to 

ideals of The “r^yomh^movement" 6 
" d 10 * heif 

•Cwwss^--*" 

His sister joined him the followInB 

■’nnue nc ,d. by (he.. atrocities in the 

Sn nr r ll0n ^ amp ‘' ,he ma “ deporta- 
tion of Jews, Ihg crimes by. the SS in the 

both H by h regl . me againsl churches or 
both denominations, they soon, found 


contact to slmilurly-mindtd a 
such us Alexander Schmortft 
topli probst und Wilhelm Ga 
professors Tlieordor Hocdtt 
Muth und above all Kurt Hebe 
philosophy faculty. 

Most of the meeting of iWs 
were held in Schmorell'i flsi • 
movement will go down in the 
of the German resistance mow 
Die Weisse. Rose, 

This group soon agreed d 


“u 8 .h° r fiS,S in ,he POt 'i l ! *r ad ‘hot young people's 


not enough. 

Their activities concenltf 
planning, duplicating and dbt 
leaflets — to begin with at the 
University, and finally* in Jaw* 
in Augsburg, Stuitggrt, Frankfo 
na and Linz, where about 7.0® 
were hapded out. 

This all came to an end op fi 
18. 1943. Huber, Hefcktt 
Schmoreil and Graf were an** 
weeks later, but Hans and; 
Scholl were transported to Be# 
diately following their * 

«LI( > . _ . - -fal 


pBiisfactlon with the existing ccono- 
|c order rose indirect proportion to 
ilevel of education. 

^Pinion polls in 1973 and 1979 and 
r° v ing young people between thc 
gs of |5 and 19 came up with some 
^resting facts: 

t} # 1979, 66 per cent considered that 
|j n «smen do run high risks commer- 
pyt the figure was 53 per cent in 

1979, 45 per cent agreed that bu- 
smen earned a lot but that they 


nhil'in I* 0110 ™ 1 ? l K f S# 5 ?,o; kcd hard « r than other people 
obliged to go befi>re the PeopP?73: 35 pe r cen ij. . . ■ 

on FebnuaiV 22. whether businessmen said 

The death penalties ^w ere worte off them they were in 

conclusions in ell three casJ-Wle not to asked to pay higher wages, 
three were executed on the sw*b P e r cent answered yes In 1979 (1973: 
5 p.m. iq the PlGtzenree prUoa-PPer cent). ■ ■ ■ 

Next day,, a -small note still remains a great deal of 

the German newspapers* Jj 15,n among young people. They 
Goebbels personally: jt talk! p lar 8e approve of free enterprise 
nerate persons” who had dsi'mj- , taa n a planned economy but are 
more than to “die In dishonouHcL a f about the way it functions. . . 

: • ■. la ' sb own by their ideas about 

: <vbnrtn»Hfi^" Bs P^nui, . 




A 1981 survey involving 1,000 people 
showed that most respondents estimat- 
ed industrial profits at 36.4 per cent of 
sales. The true profit margin is between 
one and two per cent. 

Even students of business administra- 
tion believed in profits of 23.4 per cent 
and were thus miles off the mark. 

The clich6 of the businessman as an 
exploiter, an image equivalent to thc 
devil of the Middle Ages, has been lo- 
vingly nurtured over the centuries. 

But there were second thoughts when 
businessmen who were no longer able 
to make profits had to lay off their staff. 

Generally, things that look base and 
depraved from n distance acquire a dif- 
ferent aspect close up. 

The assessment of a person’s own 
boss is considerably different from that 
of the generalised prototype of the busi- 
nessman. 

In a 1979 opinion survey involving 
2,000 people, 73 per cent described 
their own boss us "likeable", A 1981 
survey showed that close to 70 per cent 
of the respondents had a “good to very 


good" opinion of their company's ma- 
nagement. 

The depiction of the businessman in 
the media reduces the entrepreneur to 
the "empire boss" or at best the “ban- 
ker with bowler lint, cigar and double 
chin”. 

The media clichfc ignores the vast ma- 
jority of small and medium-sized . busi- 
nessmen who work a 60-hour week and 
are personally liable for their busines- 
ses. It would appear that the media arc 
convinced that depicting these small 
and medium-sized businessmen would 
only confuse preconceived notions. 

But even on an international scale the 
businessman is not among the most 
highly regarded people. A comparison 
of his image in ten countries puts him in 
place 1 1 out of 16 occupations. 

The doctor holds an uncontested first 
place, followed by the clergyman, the 
lawyer, the university professor and thc 
elementary school teacher. 

The main problem In rectifying the 
picture of the businessman is the busi- 
nessman is thc widespread view thut 
profits and a sense of social responsibi- 
lity exclude each other. 

People find it hard to understand thut 
only those who make a profit can do so- 
mething for society us a whole. 


Quality of both life and work 
is aim of new breed of firm 


S oculled alternative firms thut have 
rid themselves of the traditionul bu- 
sincss structure with its chain of com- 
mand arc becoming populur, 

"Wc want to reconcile quality of life 
and quality of work,” says a carpenter 
who has started a business that has no 
boss. 

Together with another carpenter, hc 
operates the ASH Wood, Stone and 
Leather Arts and Crafts Co. In Olden- 
burg. 

“Wo don’t only want to make some- 
thing. We ask ourselves whether what 
we do makes sense. Wc therefore pick 
the materials we work with with great 
care and wc use no chemicals in pro- 
cessing the wood we work with," hc 
says. 

The basic concept: of ASH provides 
for a combination of various skills and 
activities The. idea is to combine work 
processes that complement each other 
anyway, they say. 

Take construction work: Here frick- 
laycrs, painters and carpenters all do 
their work separately from each other, 
which leads Lo many mistakes and 
shortcomings. 

1 ASH, on the other hand, wants (o 
combine these skills and activities, 1 al- 
though they stress that this is nothing 
new and was the approach common last 
century* 

: Another Important point with ASH is 
tjiat the two refuse to compete among 
themselves. 

“In any normal business there is thc 
competition, among the staff plus the 
competition. wiLh other businesses” 
they say* Vlf wo were to gel an order to 


, N6rdwest?5Zeiturig 


make window frames wo would accept 
it although this Is not our line of busi- 
ness. We would simply pnss the order 
on to somebody who specialises in this 
sort of thing.” 

ASH not only makes arts and crafts 
products; it also buys and sells them. 

The small firm also sells and lends li- 
terature on environmental protection 
and (he preservation of natural resbur- 
ces. ASH is a 1 registered company with 
five separate areas of activity. 1 

Another alternative project is now 
being planned lit Oairel. The iriitlatdrs 
are two the electricians in their 20s. 
They are planning to run a workshop 
with emphasis on alternative types of 
energy — primarily the solar: variety. 
They will operate with two glassworkers 
who ore planning to start a glazieiy In 
the same building, specialising in lead- 
ed glass. 

Self-realisation at wofk is the aim. All 
four are to have equal say and they vi’ill 
live together; The businesses will sliiri 
as soon as the workshops have beeri re- 
novated. : i 

One 1 says: “I don’t want to Work 
under. a .boss.. In the sort of collective 
enterprise we have in mind nobody gels 
pushed around." 

. The. type of equality to be practised 
in the two workshops could be applied 
to {arger firms as well. Shops employing 


All opinion surveys show that the 
wrong picture or the entrepreneur is 
caused by disinformation. The belter in- 
formed a respondent in these surveys 
and the more involved in business, thc 
more realistic is his assessment of the 
boss. 

The revival of certain cliches as u 
means of fueling the election campaign 
will therefore prove a flop with the very 
people thnt matter. The ciLizen has 
made it clear in opinion surveys that the 
motheaten class struggle clich&s arc not 
worth taking out of the cupboard. 

It is impossible at this stage to answer 
the question as to whether an economic 
boom makes the entrepreneur more li- 
keable than a slump does. 

He is seen ns "likeable" in boom 
years because he secures jobs and pays 
high wages (out of his high profits). 

Biit by the same token, it has also 
been said in boom times that the entre- 
preneur refuses to raise wages and frin- 
ge benefits although he could — alle- 
gedly - easily pay for them. 

_ In a slump, the public i$ bound, to 
discover that there is a connection bet- 
ween profits, investments and jobs. But 
this does not prevent some people from 
making the entrepreneur bear all the 
blame for inevitable layoffs. 

It was former DGB boss Heinz Oskar 
Vetter rather than some captain of in- 
dustry who said: “It is more difficult 
now than ever before to be an entrepre- 
neur.”, 

This is a bit of sound information 
that deserves to bo spread. 

Peter Gillies 
(Die Welt, 24 February 1983) 


15 to 20 people are still easy enough to 
oversee to make such equality feasible. 

Many of these alternative businesses 
have financial problems. There is hard- 
ly a bank that will give them credit 
since virtually none of them can Offer 
any collateral. Netzwerk Selbsthilfe, an 
organisation promoting altcmtive pro- 
jects, trios to help where possible. 

The organisation, which is financed 
through contributions nnd membership 
dues and has been in existence since 
1978, now has more than 30 branch of- 
fices.-. 

Netzwerk provides two types of fi- 
nancial assistance: subsidies for sociul 
projects end interest-free loans for busi- 
nesses. , . 

To qualify, the projects must practise 
democratic self-ad ministration and 
must not strive for individual profit. 
They must experiment with alternative 
life and work styles, must cooperate ra- 
ther than compete, with similar projects 
and prove their economic feasibility 
over an extend period. 

Decisions on assistance are made by 
a committee consisting of .elected peo- 
ple who afe themselves engaged fn al- 
ternative projects. 1 ' 

The amounts involved are usually re- 
latively small (between DKl4,000 and 
DM5,000) and not enough to wholly fi- 
nance a Workshop^ f ' ■ 

1 Netzwerk therefore aisb runs a coun- 
selling service on 'business administra- 
tion, providing advice bn various legal 
setups, sources of financing arid book- 
keeping. 

- “We frequently find a lot of enthu- 
siasm for a particular type of craft and 
the desire to organise the work diffe- 
rently from the traditional methods. But 
the projects often fail for lack of know- 
ledge about business methods, taxation, 
etc. The counselling service tries to help 
overcome this/* says- Netzwerk s Guido 

^ Karin GArtig 

(Noidwtit Zeiluna. 26 Ftbntafy 1983) 
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After Bretton Woods — as 
seen by Bundesbank chief 


The author, Karl Otto Pflhl, Is president 
of tht Bundesbank. In 1973, together 
with the then Bundesbank ■ President 
Otraar Emmlnger, he played a major role 
In the negotiations that ultimately led to 
floating exchange rates. 

j.' »* I 

I t Is exactly ten ybars since I Mqrcli 
>973 when the Bretton Woods system 
Of fixed exchange rates that had been 
established- some 25 years' earlier cbl- 
lapsed forgdod. ’■ 

Following the'exaniplei 'Of 'a number 


programme to buttress tho Bundes- 
bank's measures. 

“■ Due to the regained monetary auto- 
nomy, the Bundesbank succeeded in 
subsequent years in uncoupling its own 
currency from the international infla- 
tion convoy that was rapidly gathering 
momentum after the 1973 oil price ex- 
plosion. 

But it soon tinned out that it was im- 
possible '16 dimply ignore excharigo 
rates even j'n a Abating system. 

^ Eventually, ' pven the United States 


There will be tense situations in the 
future as well — situations to which our 
monetary policy will have to respond 
with pragmatism and flexibility. 

Nobody cun assess the cost of the de- 
preciations and appreciations that have 
occurred in the past, but it is bound to 
be considerable. The more so consider- 
ing that some or the exchange rate fluc- 
tuations did not serve to adapt to 
changed fundamentals but were tho re- 
sult of speculative capital movements. 

The cull Tor more stable exchange 
rates can therefore be heard time and 
again. In fact, there arc even those who 
advocate u return to the Bretton Woods 
system. 

The question is: How cun the cxcliun- 


Schmidt urg 

a halt to 

protection^ 

W ** m ) industrialised 

should nvniil 


UrPf fe.tranquIli.ers valium and librium, 
* produced by HofTmann-La Roche, 

^ g double effect: they tranquiiised 
patients, all right, but they caused 
» | agitation at the Berlin hoadquur- 

UllSlWthe federal cartel offlcc. 

% coat of the products were a thorn 
Used Je authority’s side for yeurs. It took 
roducinilase as far us the highest court in the 
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The question is: How cun the cxcliun- 1 lc ca!lcd on the industrip] 
g fi W 8 * P f the most important currcn- w i?° arc t0 5loJd an economic sn 
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clisbeslabifer; ■ “7 ■ ™ 

Experience over the past ten yenra 
of other central banks, the' Bundesbank . 10 depa fl from its attitude of Vbe- ” as snown that .even massive central 
discontinued its 1 intend lion on foreiizn " Ig ^ neg!ect T Adherence to such, an at- ? , intervent iP n has only, a limited ef- 

cxchange markets,' having had to btiy : We would have been even more dj- 6Ct ' 

no; -less than $2.7bn on a single ' day, '^S s 7 a “.uutry as deeply invojv- For instance: The Bundesbank spend 
which at that time was the eqiiivalent'bf ■gt-W-Jojewn trade as the Federal Repu- no less than DM27.6bn in 1980 denlet- 

D !f.- Sb "- 1 bl,cof Germany. ; big its reserves, '■without having been 

k w «s the biggest aniotmt ever tb ' ; i The more successful Germany’s anti- ,5 ble to stb P, tlte depredation of the 
hdve been bought ot sold by a central inflationary policy, the more attraction deutschemar k. ' ' - '• 

Sramaticen^ yf lada y-lt^0 t spcried'the M the deutschemark gain as an invest- ' ' 

dramatlo end to a cris's that had wrack- nicnt currency. This made it inevitable 

-for.^ en, ^” a '.T et ." y c T hemark?ob nintB,de h d “ **** .COOpefistlpn 
mS <" »" ^rtanUnv^" 

■ The central bank of Japan had a sini- 

rency In the system, became incofnnatr* .d 7 n 1 K ? U } { showed ln ,he la »e l,ar experience in 1982. 

blc With -the’ maintenance of fixed ex- gnA L de “ tschcm ? rk ' vas : Even so, it would be wrong to go 

change. rates, the more so since it nmv. y _ 0v . ervalued on international fo- overboard and diSconiih,.- i 


Widely differing developments in the 
major industrial countries and above all 
the .inflation of the dollar, the-key; cur- 
rency in the system, became incompati- 
ble With -the' maintenance of fixed ex- 
,cbaag ®T atM » the more so since it prov- 


cd unfeasible to correct exchange rates’ exch . a P^ e markets, endangering 

that had become unrealistic in time -^competitiveness of this country’s cx- 

• " The Bundesbank was oneof the. main P ° rtS * 

rim « tha,n « d exchange ratesys- th L c height 'of the dollar crisis in 

tem and. its shortcomings. This resulted J 978 ’ tbc - Bundesbank had no choice 

nv a iw , Ilvfh , r e / apital innux mt° German but Ib,erat e exceeding the money 

"i h ‘ ed , 10 artl,nlo, crable.infiatioh supp| y target because any further in- 

ot the domestic money supply. ,. c^asc of interest rates and skimminc 

.m Between the. end of January and the ° ff ° r ], quidity would have' aggravated 

SsfiSy. of r -v arch l973 ' ««. L h ? cri ," , , on thc *** «dJ5 2. 

DM24bn. in - foreign currency .flowed kels sd » further, 

into the Bundesbank . ; . 7 ! 

flation 8 f Un 8t ° P lhis ' imp P rtati °n of in- phase ° f hfgh current 

fl 7 n i‘ ! . ■*- J ,l ' ■ 1 ;i .1. acwwnt deficits also.made it impossible 

. To ,nd itself of the obligation to buy ^ 8nore thc development, of exchange 

^ ' 8 \ e i Chan ? e flnd t0 let Ihe deuts- ‘ 

chemark float had. thus become an lab- "" 

solute necessity, for the !Bundesbank,'. ,i . 

’ The ^vorld monetary system- ahd G&v I'vlP 
SS A A hM# bwn s P** d a lot of ftou- 

s**saa«aw» 

system as early as 197 H! = «■ &■ ■*&*!*¥* «nd 


For instance: The Bundesbank spend 
no less than DM27.6bn in 1980, deplet- 
ihg its reserves, ’ without having been 
able to stop tlte depredation of the 
'deutschemark. ' ' - i. 

Cooperation 

The central bank of Japan had a sim- 
ilar experience in 1982. 

Even so, it would be wrong to go 
overboard and discontinue intervention 
on foreign exchange markets/ I still 
consider it meaningful for central banks 
to cooperate closely in an effort to pre- 
vent erratic exchange rate fluctuations 
-* or at least to dampen them. 

Administrative controls of the capital 
How arc unlikely to do any good. In 
I act, they arc not even feasible for such 
international currencies us thc dollar 
and the deutschemark. Moreover tliev 


VA^esiern iiulusirialised -jfl authority's side for yeurs. It took 
▼ ▼ should avoid iniroduci,* a« as far us the highest court In thc 
protectionist measures for j - and lost, 
nicy also must try unci reduce r | H> 25 years, the authority huB not 
terc.st rates, says former Bonn Cl J terrifically eflectlvo. It has had 
lur Helmut Schmidt, ^ notable failures uguiiwt oil com- 

lliis would he part of a unindjle* and car manufacturers, 
of preventing the world from sftdMt of its campaigns have come 
into a sustained depression for $1 ta the courts. Despite thc set- 
cond time tliis century. li, it keeps battling on wherever it 
Me called on the "industrial nia threat to fair competition, 
who arc to hold an economic nit M fls ht is not on, y against high but 
Williamsburg, USA, to shake ^against unreasonably low prices, 
lethargy and take coordinated a /recently, the Bavarian Stale Cartel 
get thc world economy off the m $ forbade a Munich department 
Herr Schmidt’s views appeal I selling below cost, 
long essay published simu[(aa& h reason was that the strategy is 
several Europeun and Japanra ito drive small retailers out of busi- 
spapers. l The case is still not ftilly settled. 

It was up to the USA to trteiJ|l* not surprising that the Increasin- 
in reducing interest rates worfd^| COn1 PM cated role 8 and regulations 
for no other reason because ofl* 1 at ® n8Urf ng fair competition are 
und economic weight. ftoversial in the eyes of experts. 

|3ut America’s leadership nfiBtfore the sweeping 1957 monopolies 
rested with thc fact that it cooliif Was passed, the then Economic Af- 
ford to disappoint the faith thesfi Minister, Ludwig Erhard, and thc 
world hud put in it. Nor .could ii«ration of German industry (BDI) 
to undermine this faith thfeuafatt a pitched battle over principles, 
considered speech and hasty ncfcjpfard demanded that business deals 
America must not create the upl at limiting competition at thc 
impression in Europe lliat it wrSsumer’s expense (in other words, 
push the Soviet Union and thgfds) must bo stopped as a mutter of 
communist states against the 

iiomiculiy and through its anmiffidustry, on the other hand (used to 
The Europeans know. Schmii&reaching cartel formations in the 
thut this would be illusory. .i»«r era and the Weimar Republic) 
H loa,d - stu P accusing the Europafeted on freedom of contracts, oven ir 
ack of vitality und Europe raw contracts were aimed at eliminut- 
blaming America for its wfiffay : . 

lime for common tiction has aisA* . ■ ■ 

Fi cparations for concerned if f vAimeeoi 


Case of the tranquiliser 
that caused palpitations 


, spears 

long essay published simultanft 
several Europeun and Japapcst 
spapers. 

It was up to the USA to tsb& 
m reducing interest rates world* 
Tor no other reason because rft 
und economic weight. 

13ut America’s leadership iti 
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world hud put in it. Nor could ii 
to undermine this faith %u j 
considered speech und hasty nett 


i V tiiui ii no. 

pusli the Soviet Union and tti 
communist states against the nil 
nomicully and through its armiid 
1 he Europeans know, Schnii 
thut this would be illusory. As 


ing competition. All Industry was pre- 
pared to concede was that tho abuse of 
cartels should be punishable by law. 

But this is all water under thc bridge. 
Erhard had to make a number of con- 
cessions, but prevailed in essence. 

The business community has mean- 
while come to terms with the monopo- 
lies legislation, und. tho cartel office has 
been exercising its watchdog function 
us well us it cun, incensing the public 
whenever a major price-fixing deal is 
uncovered -- as recently with the cons- 
truction industry. 

The ban on resale price maintenance 
has met with general public approval. 

But the constant improvements of le- 
gislation against unfair competition has 
also caused new problems. While legis- 
lation allows cooperation between 
small and medium companies within 
certain limits, it has been stiffened for 
huge, market-dominating companies 
and groups of companies. 

There are those who argue that car- 
tels are not the only obstacle to' free 
competition. Powerful individual com- 
panies cun ulso be a danger. 'Hie gene- 
ral view is (hat a healthy blend of com- 
panies of differing sizes is the best gua- 
rantee of free competition in the long 
run. 

Though economists have clearly 
proved thut un oligopoly (i. c. a handful 
or major companies dominating the 
market) cun paralyse competition, there 
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Thn c i ould not only spell thc beginning of 

J?®* “J 1 ™ 1 ba,lk Pursued thc end of tho frec now of moneyed 
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the dollai* exchange rate against the free flow of goods and services.- 

“7 ark W0S ■ low “ s Feddril Republic or Germany 

The subsequent phase of high current h ? , thcrer ° fc d «i da d against such ad- 
account deficits also.made it impossible ( n ” rt ' strat,v 1 ? con ‘ro!s even ni times when 
to; ignore thc development, of exchange ! be deu,s c ba m&yk was under considcru- 
ratgs - • i i* . , b|e pressure and depreciating. 

i In t|i? final analysis, more stable ex- 
change rates cai^ only come about if the 
major industrial countries gear* their 
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JOMld.probabk have been loss.of confl- 
^n^ in thq aeutscf]ema,rk and - as a 


V i'' C,0 H^, c . lr ?|e resulting' rrotn,li^ _ i'ih/ pect d 
*i°n. and devaluation. " Igalh, 
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lT tly > whhh ha ^om, grdvely erir Paid 

dangers^ ,, JS , , . . . f £ ? thc development of exchan- 

- -.The Bundesbank raistfri the rates fob ^ % ‘ VtS ?V ^- H p 9 ,lc y scheme, , 1 
short-term ‘bah k- refinancing dra^llf ^ In ov ent, flexible exchdnge ’ riites 

16 bfer • d0 ^ ^en that monetary poKn d 
ctnt -i- thus skimming off liquidity. • ■ . c “ nom,c Policy in the broadest Cerise 

‘In May , 1.973, the Bonn government “!^' , , ? 1U . t ! ,a * ,y explljsiv e and " that they 

decided, to embark on a stabilisation .WalT ^ t [ them ® e,v «^ l ° domestic ne'tes: 


and Germany. 

np £ VC , n so ’ i£ wduld be unrealistic tb cx- 
P ec i *o fiked exchange rates 

aSJL w • d ."J far ' in lh « "Am. 

II Jj^w-WUCH risk that un- 
SSP 9 ? P i ta| movemerits would 
eveptufiliy expiodesUcha' system. ’■ 

... A, T yl,1 8 al a ,con?mon policy of stabi. 

. tty, fiscal, solidity, and foreign trade ba- 
ance m the major industrial countries 
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raS.du^ng a !®^rtem of {£!$ exchange 


By purtuing siicH' a ’ policV : 1 hoverh 
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Uons that will meet in Willie 
must start Immcdinlely. 

'Nic most pressing thing wouli 
reduce rval Interest rates "bcHi' 
ing this we would inevitably bet 
; lor a world* wide, depression.". 

Countries (hut hud mrningeiju 
their inflation under control wit 
boost the world economy by i 
growth-oriented policy. 

“Additional investment, 
employment promotion ■ w 
would be possible in the Fcdeo* 
blic of Germany, for instance. & 
would have to be coordlmirf 
other nations because nothing® 
achieved with unilateral nation 
sures alone." 

As Schmidt sees it, the mini* 
mand to be placed on the a 
would be a binding undertakiiii! 
participants not to introduced 
tipnal projectionist measuresinti!( 
24 months.. , .. .. : \ : 't 

1 In addition, Schmidt cafled*^ 
stable exchange rates, even cJo^ 
Peration pmong: central bante ^ 
nance of (he lines of credit P** 
the Third World, a sirengtherw 
International Monetary Fund* & 
ed governmental development^ 
/ention from Ideology in dK ; 
South dialogue and stabilise* 
Third \Vorld export earning* * 
In the field of energy policy*^! 
suggested the conclusion of 88 ^ 
lional agreement on nuclear^ 
Ho said that the tiireol front ^ 
tion- growth musi be dealt wiili 
lernationul plane. ■ 
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(Ki)|,icrBijdi-AiUeiftcir.‘N 


It lists thousand! of German manufacturers, 

Importers and exporters and wo wilt airmail your copy 
of the latest 1 981-82 edition post-free for only SI 0. 

■■■■■■■■■I In over 200 pages It lists more than 6.000 pro- 
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This invaluable company directory and pro- 
duct index comes with a checklist of : 

• diplomatic representations 

• chambers of commerce 

• banks specialising In foreign trsde 

• freight agents end forwarders 

• technical services and consultants 

• Insurance companies. 

All entries arofnpMn English. 
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is also tho fact that a few huge compa- 
nies can be forced to flght it out, und so 
liven up competition. . .. 

Thc development of tho German mo- 
nopolies legislation shows that thc law- 
makers have becomo increasingly wary 
of aoncems that dominuto tho market. 

This led to more stringent supervision 
and to merger controls. 

Thc ideas was to prevent companies 
with a dominant market position from 
abusing this and to nip- all attempts to 
eliminate the competition in the bud. 

Even 25 per cent equities in another 
company full under the merger provi- 
sions add can be turned down by the 
cartel office if this Is likely -to erfeate or 
increase the domination of the market. 

The target of the office's watch over 
abuse has ulso changed. The main ob- 
jective in earlier years was to protect the 
consumer from excessive prices (as in 
the case of valium and librium). . 

(Today, the office pay6 equal- atten- 
tion to protecting small and medium 
sized firms, from being overportbred 
und drived off the market by the giants. 

This explains why the -Office concen- 
trates on both oXcessivoly high and ex- 
cessively low prices; • 

Deliberate .price cutting and dis- 
counts granted to major buyers, tho or- 
flee says, could have as disastrous an 
effect on competition as price hikes. - 

Though price cuts benefit thc consu- 
mer initially, the picture changes once 
the market has been taken over by on 
oligopoly. . * • 

. In keeping with this concept, thc car- 
tel office under its president, Wolfgang 
Kurtte, hus now stopped the Hanover- 
based Schapcr Group from taking over 
five branches of a Dttren discount firm. 
But the courts still have to rule on thc 
move.' 

Kartte never tires of stressing that 
mergers in the retail business must bo 
stopped, , I. - ; 

Thc seven giants (Edcka, Rcwc, Aidi, 
Co op, Metro, Tengelmann and Scha- 
per) now account for 50 per cent of 
food sales in this country. 

Thc reason given for the bon on the 
Schaper iherger Is that, the five leading 
companies In pOrerl wduId fbnh nh oll- 
sdpbfy ' that drould control 70 per cent 
ofthelodal market. 

What ah oligopoly boils down to IS 
thdt Its members do not compete with 
each other. 

But both Schaper and the company 
to be taken over by it are trying to chal- 
lenge tills contention. : -Mi-.' 

'And Indeed. It seems most unlikely 
that the other > members (Aid I, Allkauf 
artdiStQssgen) would spare each other 
on the market and Ooncentreto on driv- 
ing smaller competitors out of business; 

One of the controversial Issues ill 
merger control proceedings Is Whether 
or not the . companies Involved can dcM 
minate a market to the point where they 
no longer have to fear competition, ■ • ■ 

. Large qompaniesTrequentiy contend 
that the yardsticks applied by the cartel 
office are top theoretical. 

. The office, ;pn<tiia other hancj, deplo? 
res tiie fapt that it is pretty powerless 
against fiiergers — especlaily in the re* 
tail busjpess. . , , , 

Industry complains lhat the office’s 
attention ; is riveted, on the domestic 
market and disregards the fatttittt thc 





Cartel office's Wolfgang Kartte 
tall mergers rmiat end, 1 (Photo: Sven Simon) 
companies concerned have - to compete 
on. European phd world 'markets as 
Well, / • .* 

Rartte, on the other hand, points To 
the "anguished cries of those small t»u- 
siuessmen who, are being strangled by 
the big fellows." 

^ Many things look less grim in retro- 
spect than they were at the time when 
the office had to arrive at u decision. 

( For example, its go-ahead for the 
merger between thc Neckermann mail- 
order company and thc > Karstadt de- 
partment store chain, Today it is quite 
obvious that the merger with a . loss 
company has hardly strengthened ftars- 
tacit. 

Tito perspectives in tho Grundfg con- 
sumer electronics company have also 
changed. 

When Grundig was doing well and 
making a bid (o take over its competi- 
tor, Saba, the cartel pfflesp stopped the 
deal, saying tfiat.thb merger would give 
Grundig too much weight on tho mar- 
kct. ' / 

Now the french Thoipson-Brindt 
concern Is making a bid for Grundig, 
which itself needs a reliable partner. 

AJi this cioes .not. mean that the. im- 
pact of .mergers should be minimised. 
But the cartel .office must not see Us 
function solely in protecting medium- 
sized companies. « . • 

Ultimately, the only yardstick of 
competition Is the ability or otherwise 
of our Industry to come up with good 
new products, streamline : production 
methods and ketj) Its profit margins 
reasonable so that the consumer can 
buy at a sensible price.' 1 

Seen in this light, competition does 
hot depend on the quality of anti-trust 
legislation and its Implementation. Go- 
vernment subsidies and guarantees havd 
as much of 1 an effect as dd the ups and 
downs of (he economy as a whole. 

Cdmpetifidii. naturally becomes live? 
Her hi a recessfoij; but, by ihe same 
tbken, many (Companies , would- rather 
not compete but join forces When the 
overall economic going gets tough. 

Many firms fear for their gurviva! and 
their staff for their jobs. It is therefore 
understandable that whan the situation 
becomes really .dicey these companies 
try to seek their salvation in cartels with 
strict production quotas and minimum 
prices of in mergers — ■ as in the case of 
jhe steel industry. - 

An economic slump don not neces- 
sarily mean more competition, and thc 
cartel .office ‘regards it as a success that 
there is now no relevant social group 
that demands an abolishment or limita- 
tion of monopolies legislation, 

• Gerhard Moycnburg 

(K&togr Sudi^Anzelfer, 36 February 1913) 
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►THE environment 


Earth’s great 
radioactive 
^s.™“rja n,bbish dum P 

.sihle ultcriiutivo. : 

1 'ns is precisely the _ 

Srt* t; " dui '* ers 2 SuddeuTsctieZeitung 

“ 1,1 ' v «iern liuroMi,, 

, "ii!i ,c -h or,l ! A ! ,an,ic "S^ 

ncviMvill depcniTorwhrf? ™ dustrialised eountries of tlio 
Union can find •/ Whal ®}««<d are suit using the oceans ns a 
B^hnev-rS. £2* «c refuse tip. Tankers keep pour- 
1980 In his mimin V madea ^ te ,nt0 the sea and the results 

««<» C hinese missife,^ b ” een on b f . ache9 - 

lire international stmte*! ® th "' m ?. re 1 ! ,s,dl0us ’ for,,n of 
arms control and not hi »P i "6 15 rad!oactlve waste - And this 
two-party framework olW £T 'L 8 n “ gr0un< ? ed 

Another prerequisite bft. £ L ° nd ? n ?T P '" 8 Con ™ nl ” n 
viets back down front iJt * was s ' 8ned by 52 counlrics ,n 
Me demand that the 255 lie •; ; . . .. 


In this article, Dr Lotliar Raehl, state 
secretary at the Ministry of Defence 
takes a closer look at the West’s position 
on arms control. 

A rms limitations cannot be consider- 
ed a policy in itself. Th* 


j-% - j w w “Muer- 

-Tl-cd a policy m itself. The renuneia- 
) on °f arms according to number and 
type alone does not guarantee true se- 
curity. 

The West’s arms control policy has 

tlTlf M Cen gea - ed t0Wards mai ntain- 
Hg stable security within a conflict- 

'aden relationship to the Soviet Union 

hv A r L “ Proposals put forward 
by the West dealing with troop reduc- 
tions, the limitation of military move- 
ments or restricting the strategic arms 
build-up have and will remain orientat- 
ed towards security stability. 

ieiI h h S r a | S,C i ,ri r dp,e app,ies t0 w «- 
lem poheies designed to mutually limit 

the amount of land-based intermediate- 

n"fA r ° JeCtile wea P° ns between the 
United States and the Soviet Union to 
as low a level as possible, a negotiation 

SP27 e °, f tbc North Atlantic alliance 
laid down in the doubie-decision to de- 
ploy and negotiate. 

The offer made to re-examine arms 
requirement, “in the light of concrete 
; negotiation results” included the com? 

* P ele renunciation or American projec- 
; l' 1 ' weapons nght from the start. 

1 depl °3? lent of those weapons 

' rh! «.r r ’ ,S VKWed hy the Pnrtners to 
the aihance as an essential backing-uo 

£?■ !“ Mfio " ° r regional dpi ' 
city to deter nn attack bn Europe be * 
means of nuclear weapons stationed in 1 
■ urope and able to reach Soviet territo- 1 
*/• a 

The requirement for such a renuncm- ■ 
twn. however, is a corresponding and 
quivaient renunciation on the part or 
the Soviet Union with regard to iu 

land h mbr J ngC °' m up ^ 5,500 km) 
land-based projectile weapons. 

hn J ,s ambitious objective may descri- 

optlmal solution of the problem 

oni2* “I 111 ? 1, yet not necessarily the m 

22™* 1 «Mon for the balance of 
power, which should provide Eurnnf* td 
mh a support and stS in S 2 

E 

“ d , bomb8rs ' * 
rgrpaas 55 

irtn ilnf! 0 ^ 6 ^ 1 exerts a reliable 
rfte 06 ,® * he military success and lo 1 
Ejaculation, made by, he Soviet lea- £ 

i!on n 6f 5 L tt !». 0r “ nn ! C '- eWry T 

r sk nf- ^ opl,ons rehst show the 

in Europe to be too great' lhe 
everr in the event bf a clear superiority Thi 

offensiVfl'f PflC< C0Untrles the field It the 
offensive forces ready-for-uSe in Euro: i eci 

” e ‘ ■ " Eur 

ahemfd be developed bSlitt 

a 

rt r 

reactidn of the defrn,5vi« - 8 . Ween 
Ihui the exact course for further mc!u£ tela' 


i!T !“"• ® n “ Nato’s longer-rang. carrier 
*, nn l |« f ” UC ear wea P° ns in Europe 
Dn "° i° nser car ? e “P to the level needed 
to correspond to such a strategy, and 

- ' vas thus no longer able to check the 

r- fSS °- f P °* er by the Soviet ^nion in 
i. a .® ri j IS Nation, the Nato partnere dc- 

d ranee m - ?9 1 ,° modern, ' se their longer- 
(- regional nuclear warhead sys- 

8 wari!iad R r0 » e nH mm ^ 0f UP t0 572 nuc,ear 

• was indnd d . medlurn ’ ran S e projectiles 
“ sten ” i Cd ” lhe Nat0 double-deci- 
sion and served as a basis for negotia- 

I treoj with the Soviet Union. 

■ on2for'Th! lnked Wi,h a thre »-fold 

• deli w b ' “ curlty with fa « a r nu- 
elear weapons than in the alliance's 

! arsenals up to that time: S 

heads^T a '- 0f '•° 00 nucl e a r war- 

nfa-ras-A”--' 

wal- U ?° n to the num ber of new 
to hetween^TTand zenf* eCflmeB * basis ^ 

away with^” 86 strdtegy: i£ would do 

rope. P rati0ns a 8 amst Western Eu- v 

fe ™g a’strateav nf f lhe mea " s °f ef- S 
offer to redura sn^i ^'T"" and ,hc " 
such acm t? A, T‘ ,he nu ">>>er of p 

blc vSlue ? 0 bah 2 be ,°/ “ nsid e™- n 
Union realises snrf * deS ^ lbe Sov ‘et 1,1 
advantage ofreclprocity! P1S ‘ h ° ml " U “ l 


radioactive 


* Siberian grey area 
■ • • certainly 
not in interests 

of E urope ^ 

lba "’ a ” a ““"f 

section of thesis WarSawPa et (lhe 

sftSeSsawa 

Ameriran auperiori^v 2- lntcrnati °nal 
the field" onmeS t . lpS,n8 ,8 m “ nd in 
This ofTer, h t w * Weapohs ' 
the Soviet Union L Rresu PP°«s that 

securirneS 0 a ,t" OW '' d8 “ similar 

Europe,, countries Part ° f Wes,e ™ 
a 8 ™Ae:r ld betb «»"'y <« a i basis f 0r 


™e lhC . interes,s °f ™»»'>.l 

^>pe and balanced security, 

ded If such agreement were reached 
and other weapon systems such ns aircraft 
the carriers and carriers of short-range of. 
V" ^Hsive weapons could bo equally in- 

de > eluded in such limitation efforts. 

vs'- ve nrth-° SSibi!ity r L eVeals lh0 irerepecti- 
y s ve of this approach: the strategic offer 

baloncftH i Se,f ' raslrHinl on the basis of a 
-ar balanced arms situation could eventual- 

Cl- orees'and T indUding co " vc "' io "‘'l 
lorces and, of course, the tactical nu- 

clear weapons in Europe on both sides. 

ih .tmportant for European security in 

u 1222T f nd for lhc e ff«‘ivencss of 
. J rms control as a factor of stability in 

' bv 8 th rr ”!“V7 “ is the "nuncJion 

by the Soviet Union of its continental 

r- offensive and threat option, i. e . of the 

e. offensive potential of its SS-20 missiles. 

The stationing of 22-20s represents 

\ med° nn8 thC StiM existin B 250 older 
,) medium-range models SS-4 and SS-5» 

with its already positioned 243 SSOtk 
- (234 of which are definitely ready-for 

’ Z ) .e8ic C opH n on independenl ™ nd "'nta, 

^Wjrsrjssi 1 ; 

warheads each. sli || represent ’u. i.l 

~“ a ^irs i 

those or m shorter™ r n 8 c ,r '“ bl ° R,, ' 8C “ ,,d 

1 

; 

quent strategic threat to other regions! u 

strain on reidtions with Chinn 

Unlon^can^je^eriflcd" 1 ^ ^ S0Vi8 ‘ of 
ing A o S f ib Ss r jn n 8rey “ rea f0r the st ation- Z\ 

tratofereabL S °S 2 r. T° bile a " d air ’ on 

■Trans, iberitni S ^ With ,hc ™ 

- 

:lfco°„s — • i 
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British systems (includino regarded as the most important a u ^ J . 

be added to the a enmi* Cmalionul contract regulating marine £ P ns °* household garbage, 90,000 tons of bulky refuse and 36,000 tons of Indus- Britain is reported 

West. In this respect, the S^ alion ' tr,al wa8t0 a year> . (Photo: . nW ) tempts to obtain more 

Lher backed by the &?&* 0^i 8 ,na, intention was to put an rials, most of which they could not get practise this disputed method of waste for . weaka ” d 

1 upon nor by the logiisP to l ^ c P°^ ut * 011 of the world's rid of on lund, or only pt great expense. disposal was the USA. ,. was e. the fact that the 

e» pps. For this reason, the Convention ul- Up until 1960 it dumped nuclear ‘J ? . . rm ( J, in ? f abstai 

living in the sea account lows radioactive waste of weak and in- waste along the Cnlifornian and also aa . - . ,n ’ i>wl ., ran ' 

^ • j } R over two thirds of the world’s oxy- lermediate intensity to be dumped in Atlantic coast. • no isnocoinaocnc 

JV1 Cl COni milDm and on ever-increasing amount of the oceans. A study by Sun Fra ns i sco’s municipal These countries have 

to renminfP F WOrld s food supp| y is mudc U P of For years now, Britain, Switzerland, administration nt the end or the seven- nn International Sci 

, # Muuiitc ^crustaceans, seaweed uud algae. Belgium and Holland have taken ud- tics revculcd that, contrary to predic- Group (SWG) lo look ir 

missiles threaP th0U 8 h the London Dumping Con- vantage of the situiition. Up to now they li ? ns the . nuclear material had not dis- ty of final storage of hi, 

|n | j felion tried to take this situation into have dumped almost 100,000 tons of tributed itself evenly in the sea. waste on the sen-bed. 

'Uiu p9YC W8y ,p3unt, the parties to the agreement atomic waste in an area about 700 kilo- Much of it had penetrated into the Although this does nc 

not willing to set up u barrier pre- metres north-west of the Spanish coast, seabed sediments, creating a source of wording or the London 

rding to (he Sail ri r«J ,ndn B them f rom Finding an eusy wuy and this figure increases by 15,000 tons intense radioactive radiation. ventiou, it does run cor 

sen hi.n.i i e IB $ disposing of dangerous waste, mate- each year. The first country to actively Sca organisms taken from this nrea, nt. It murks a desperate 
J*ca-tiasctl missiles Kl • 3 3 whiHi nn Hl«n ku kumun Iwinn. Him s.u.u^ -k 


West. Ill (Ins respect, the SovJ 
is neither backed by the Si!i 
agreed upon nor by the login; 
valence. 

6 Soviet commit! 


•I 

he original intention was to put an 
to the pollution of the world's 


Waste not, want not 

This DM360m complex near Recklinghausen, In the Ruhr, Is the first plant In Ger- 
many designed to recover usable raw material from waste. It processes 600,000 
tons of household garbage, 90,000 tons of bulky refuse and 36,000 tons of Indus- 
trial waste a year. (Photo: us*) 
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practise this disputed method of waste 
disposal was the USA. 

Up until 1960 it dumped nuclear 
w;lsic along the Californian and also 
Atlantic coast. 

A study by Sun Fransisco’s municipal 
administration at the end or the seven- 
ties revculcd that, contrary to predic- 
tions the nuclear material had not dis- 

lnhnlA /1 «tCA?r oimn lit in ika ran 


a recent meeting of the Convention sig- 
natories, to effect a ban on dumping nu- 
clear waste. However, objections by 
Britain, the USA, Holland und Switzer- 
land put an end to such hopes. 

The arguments put forward opposing 
such plans arc fatally reminiscent of 
arguments voiced in West Germany op- 
posing measures to slop lhc deaths of 
trees. 

Scientific research needs more time 
to discover whether such moves are es- 
sential. This attitude doesn't exactly 
show a great deni of responsibility. 

For in reality the world’s oceans, and 
in particular the deep-sea, make up a 
little-known eco-system. This should be 
reason enough to stop indiscriminate 
dumping activities. The latter should at 
least be postponed until more definite 
research findings emerge, a suggestion 
pul forward by Spain. . 

The fact that only now has n more 
rigid control of packaging and dumping 
nuclear waste been decided upon 
should make us prick up our cars. 

Britain is reported to making at- 
tempts to obtain more generous levels 
for weak and intermediate radioactive 
waste. The fact that the Federal Repu- 
blik of Germany abstained in Loudon 
and Britain, Switzerland and the USA 
said no is no coincidence. 

These countries have commissioned 
an International Seabed Working 
Group (SWG) to look into the possibili- 
ty of final storage of highly radioactive 
waste on the sea-bed. 

Although this docs not contradict the 
wording or the London Dumping Con- 
vention, it does run contrary to its spi- 


■ iniMiiea us 

systems, in us far as Ihejri 
™ on nuclear-powered subnw 
begun operation alter 1964. 

lhc INF negotiations inGn; 
lie other hand, 4 j 0 not deal nit 
legic weapons. 

The French and British » 
missile* arc -similar lo those ofl& 
nc.ins and the .Soviets: all of lie 
pun*, are extremely mobile and 
used outside I. urope, 

Their mobility excludes ifw 
incorporation in an agreement i 
with the limitation of arms d 
n rents in Europe. 

* r * h ® Sfl me criteria for thee* 

1 lhe Anglo-French sea-based* 
were to be applied to Soviet h* 
missiles, at least 300 SS N-6J, fe 
JJ" , a Soviet submarines based i! 
would have to be taken into* 

r. e. twice us many as the numb* & 
sed British und French missib^ 


fire not willing to set up u barrier pre- metres north-west of the Spanish coast, seabed sediments, creating a source of wording or the London Dumping Coi 

According to the Sail ri them from finding un eusy wuy and this figure increases by 15,000 ions intense radioactive radiation. ventiou, it does run contrary to its sp 

SBLM .sen haxed mi i £f *X d * s P os,n g of dangerous waste, mate- each year. The first country to actively Sca organisms taken from this nrea, rit. It murks a desperate attempt at con 

; ■ - ,SM,CS w which arc eaten by human beings, were i, lg t 0 terms with the drawbacks of iv 

F . .... .. ■ ■ . plutonium-contaminated. The results of clcnr energy usuge. 

r m _ this study backed up efforts by the two Christian Schneider 

p f%/l — . I A i.* K ........ Kl i Xf ... 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 
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plutonium-contaminated. The results of 
this study bucked up efforts by the two 
South Sea states, Nauru und Kiribati, ut 


\ iiti&lUSU Ul f/ff (Mill a 

(SUddcuisctioZciUint!, 2J Fcbniuty l¥W> 



mi 


m 





Get tough with the polluters 
urges water supply chief 
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Si and sca water ' vas p° 0r because of in- 

dustijal effluent, communal sewage, ex- 
cessive fertilisation by farmers and the 

SUDolied the rfata srranerpri In CM.nl.n.sIflnm (nhlf>C In th»sn nreiv wr»r»npp pvidpnpa nf cnapial raffiea line nnnlnln 


T ougher steps to combat wuter pollu- 
tion Imvc been urged by the chief of 
BGW, Germany’s gas and water supply 
association. 

Fritz Glflscr told a conference that 
those responsible for introducing the 
pollution should be required to pay for 
its removal. 

He said that a lot of spring, ground 
and sen water was poor because of in- 



ad ?^.£ i "?tr uK ' ri8h,s 

Partners’ land!based b S-J.' 801 a,ing 
weapons he laid down ^t^ m ' ran 8 e 
start. The level of a™ right from the 

r.vel°. f „ a d ™S bC n *' d b "‘ 

■ng. An agreement aim.!f r panty Mi| - 


Union including the * the S ° viet 

^.■v&saar* 

strategic weapons sy S (em, h in and ®? ish 
tions on Eui^ateS S! f ,l L COn ? der “* 
ce is an altemni East ‘ Wc st balan- 
iperiority, to obtain im^ Uf> - Sovlet su_ 
gnition of the Soviet nri!« al,0naI rcco ' 
Imodem land-based ZTU? ,ge lo P Qss ws 

si,cs * *o ^ueeze Ameri« “ut of r B ^ 
as a nuclear power anH ^ Europc 


The inclusion of comparativ«> 
systems according to the same 6 
therefore, would only go to inct^ 
denominator of the equation, n# 
suit of the calculation. ! 

TU 

The Soviet superiority cannot 
minuted — except by dismantW! 
-scrapping the surplus Soviet 
commitment by the .Soviets, d 
■ ^(her hand,- to renounce lh« g 
Western Europe with SS-20?. ‘ 
Pave the way f or reciprocal. & 
and verifiable disarmament to 1 
bides. 

The first deadline for such 
the end of 1983, one step in lhe# 
reel ion. If this step is taken, olM 
bystems and expansion ©f miiiwj 
ces would become superfluous- j 
Lotto 


l Krankflinrr 

/iir DvuUL'hUiui.4 


supplied the data arranged In see-ai-a-glance tables in these new reference 
works. They Include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions end frequency 
of thunderstorms. 

These figures complied over the years are invaluable both for planning journeys 
' to distant countries and for scientific research. 

Basic facts and figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transport. 

The guides are handy in size and flexibly bound. Indispensable for daily use in 
. .. , , M commerce, industry and the travel trade. 

Two volumes are already in print. They are: 

North and South America, 172 pp., DM 22.80; . 

Asia/ Austral It, 240 pp. t DM 24.80 

They will be followed in March 1983 by: 

Africa, app. 1 1 5 pp„ DM 19.80; 

• Europe/USSR, app. |90 pp., DM 24.80. 

; : d 

Look it up in Brockhaus 


cessjve fertilisation by farmers and the 
existence of special refuse tips contain- 
ing toxics. 

Herr GIttser’s warning comes in the 
wake of a report by lhe West German 
Preservation of Nature Group. 


rrsscrvtHion oi maiure uroup. do ay, is ot no danger to Mi 

It warned in a report that large areas present level, 
of the floodplains of the Lower Rhine, Unfortunately, no efficient 
! ■ ’ / «'•; •'..V.’-'iv,.':, Lri.-’ - nomical purification method 

; : 1 mov i n 8 nitrates has been deve 
U '! Altneether Qfi norronl n f \ 


the Ruhr, Ems, Wupper and Wetra 
rivers were contaminated by cadmjum 
and lead. 

Water supplies in Bavaria were found 
to have nitrate contchts higher than the 
EEC limit. The blame was laid on over- 
fertilisation of fields and vineyards. 

Herr GUiser told the meeting that de- 

snile fhp Hphvv nnlluflnn in enm, nrpuc 


nc. i uioasi iuiu me mccuiig uc- . mems in inis ueio, u report oy ine west 
spite the heavy pollution in some areas, German Ministry of the Interior stales 
the : impression that German waters '! that future dangers to the supply of 
were all polluted should be avoided. drinking tyat^r cunriot bu excluded. 

Most pedple had no reason to worry. ffurf Xtxnl-i* u'.v * 

Water was still the most strictly con- 


trolled foodstuff. The supply is guaran- 
teed until the turn of the century. 

Reports of pollution through care- 
lessness, though, have become iqore fre- 
quent. They include leuking sewerage 
pipes, bad waste disposal und improper 
fertilisation, 

Water experts try to ton? down such 
reports by stating that 73 percent of 
West Germany's drinking water is made 
up of pure ground and spring water und 
is not obtained, from (he endangered 
surface waters such ns lakes and the 
sea. 

Nitrates, which can lead to cancer 
after transformation within (he humun 
body, is 6f no danger to health at its 
present level. ■ 

Unfortunately, no efficient and eco- 
nomical purification methods for re- 1 
moving nitrates has been developed. ' 

Altogether, 96 percent of West Ger- 
many’s population receive pure drink- 
ing water. 

However, the water experts did not. 
hide the fact that there arc some water 
works where Jitlle is known about the 
source water. ■ 

Sometimes, the : control ; procedure 
just about comes up to legal provisions. 
As there are a number' pr unsolved pro- 
blems in this field, a report by the West 
German Ministry of the Interior states 

that future linhupp: In ih>> cnnnlv nf 


Kuri Stank ie wiu 
( Koine r Sudi-Atuelgcr, 2 March, tvitS) 
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CIVIL EMERGENCY 

Old Mother Hubbard will be too late if 
she waits until the dreaded Day X 

fore than 33 years have passed 
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M ore than 33 years have passed 
since the German food ratiqn- 
cards issued during and after the Se- 
cond World War disappeared into his- Iy * ,or exam P J ®. stocks of peas und 

lory s. waste paper basket. . beans wora increased due to their parti- 

1n J he 137th “ration period” .in May T u ** ' Cldady Iow curren t price levels. Howe- 

1950 saw the end of the era of officially T . "f™ 5 . *Ws much is known, Ver ’ “ an . emergency situation compul- 

administration deprivation, which has 5 ompnse foodstuff* which are ready , ? ry fo°d-ratJonlng will be essential if 

lusted almost 1 1 years. tor-use and can be stored over longer 6 0C ^ S are *° prove adequate. 

Was it really the last farewell? The !" d brana - but . Tho 1 Dscr « pn Food Rationing | ssu . 

cnmprehemivtf emergency proaramme E. mlf d .? n l enMd milk - Thes<> t ? n ^mry 10, 1979, provides a legal 
developed by the German government mbUm 0 tbe po P ulation fast, f**' [ or ,he food ration-cards needed 
ip preparation for a cSvable Tn E^"! "V “ l ar f e “”“*ations. Re- in «vent. 

Illy, this should read “inconceivable") “for a " e n . tend ' d 5 last in emer * en 'y 71,6 1,at °f foods to be rationed Is 
"X-day" would suggest thZZm bro hare o T h P t d (refe,r ' d *° in a C ° n ' a n ined in ,he W-to '° Ihis dec* 

, In official safes kent an*. . “ J ' ° “ 0n 11,15 aub J“‘ 58 3° ^s)- rea: «™und rice, bread, cake and 

key new food and milk ratfon-oardiTl. / H i ia I 6 ?‘ al a da . y is Planned. In ad- pearl barle y. POtatos, 

waiting to be distributed if th? mnt Eumneln i " tervei,t, ? n holdings of the * nd of “p™. meat and eggs, 

t^r^S^Ar^ fcaSr Un,,y Wi " a, “ b ° ,abl« 0i Xt k “ WeUBS,inned ^ 

The provision TAo^dstuff rererees ^ 0 PP°sed *° the civl1 defence fndt° wffej'b 'b‘ “ P f r “ Cnt ar0 frMh 

i43 ve8e,ab,es 

planning. The official reserves are to be These stocks are rh.„. ff | and ina Howev^ i?° n0 * ! , UbJeet *° ra,i °"- 

chS! ment ' d ty St ° Cb h5,d b * P"^c ttua^deoomo T" S™ ba WuS?*** 

The storing of such private, stocks, for the so * ca ^” ‘‘Christmas totten?" wouM^momSl! 0 ^ rati °" in8 syslcra 
once encouraged under the name “fina Th* r,„„ * u h „ automatically come into being in 

smsssaSg sS5r»3 :f,? ’w as-— 
•ttsttmas sssMsr-- 

vl°r if f. nVers afld raiJwaymen). Howe- 
cr, if things become more serious, if a 
cn^s looms due to a political or railita- 
w ^her Rolf 


not planned even fcjfclHE CINEMA 

he too late if Jndeistatement 

J lx Wl ^ ,la * be confiscated • 

ed Dav X jyJL* °? crcd in ** on sectarian 

principles and at market pd«j. 

The stock-piling strategists must also department 8 SUISSw- violence 
abide by market-economy luws. Recent- u * m 5f » "to maintain private L? ■ 

l y * f ° r exa ™P ,e * st ° cks of peas und However, lie emmot caiecnnW " 

w . 010 increas « d due to their parti- dc tho fact that price result CoMen Bear, the leading prize at 
marly low current price levels. Howe- prove necessary. ** year's Berlin film festival is shared 

son fnnrf ®T* ency !i5““ tlon oompul- Supermarkets und self*^ L befl,,ns Ascendanc y by Edward Bcn- 
Sf tJ ° nlng ? UI b ° eS5Cntlal if “« »ot exactly sui^d f 0 S < Br,ta,n) Md L * Cotme * M (Tbe Bcc ~ 

'tocto are to prove adequate. location 0 fgoods ^ C 5 Si ^ Mario Camus (Spain). The Tur^ 

■rf^n i ecrce Pn f aod Ralionln 8 issu- ner will conic back into favL? fl,m ’ A Season tn Hakkari, by 
don January 10, 1979, provides a legal Accordina tocoll ' P K, »J* was awa fded the Silver 
Hwis for the food ration-cards needed Ministry in Bon^wE N pf Thc Si,vcr Bear for b «» director 
n such an event. ulrcndy Veen rtJ f?'? Frenchman Erich Rohmer for 

The Hat of foods to be rationed Is the self-service shon^I' ^ ^ 00 the Bcacl, ‘ Brucc D c™ was 

re.jir«Sits irs-irS*' sansrrjssi; 
s^-rftsisawE 

iWMMdfrS? M WCl1 BS tinned Vea °* N °-°nc was willing to prerii ^« oaIy 1 f ro P er film. shown so far at 
Not on fhn ff.» malion on what would be J il,ho Dcrlin lfi,m fest,val 18 a ' Bntish 

nit TOffee toLi ^ frcah th « Individual couponsfthljto ^ uclion ' Ascendancy, It is the first 

frMh VC8Ctab,es “ nha PP y memoricTfort a^ a JTf “■ W Ben ‘ 

Textile a , , , bers of the population!). T^ wha . has <?hos ^ n . t0 deal wyli events 

lies are also not subject to ration- Orte thine .f 1 happened 30 ycurs before he wus 

*; However, home slaughtering will J '»* w for aura, «,* ^ ■ . ; ■ ■ • 

) mmediately forbidden. bcl|5 f'rVaric^ri 1 yct thc sy ^ ?ct Bcnneit's film 

Such a compulsory rationing system plunning cfTorts" princlpl, W l lb f P a *-i not *«" ‘hi Scnesls br 
mid automatically come into being in He tri** r ti J!f sent ' day Northern Irclund. f-Iistori- 

»nilict od defence situation i c dur u nCi comfort lilmnn details are only included if absolute- 
ly wan 1 * c . our ° “** fa y Pointing out that accessary; Ascendahey \k not firmly 

Tilings are more comnlex' wh™ the °r c n,ake h^^ddedln historlcal ejtuciilUdC. 
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I details are only included ir absolutc- 
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The sight df a strike by Irish workers 
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Which the sudden division of Pi-otes- 
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tailed analysis; just like the politicians, 
he has no remedial cure to offer. 

He doesn’t force us to take in super- 
fluous visual effects, which cannot con- 
tend with the force of funtusy aroused 
by Ascendancy. 

It is u film produced by someone clo- 
sely involved in the issues presented 
und the film triggers of a feeling of 
consternation among the audience. 

The second West German entry. Dies 
rigorosc Leben , is ut thc same time thc 
second film directed by uctor-di rector, 
Vudim Glowtm. His first film was De- 
sperado City. His follow-up production 
is set in the desert in thc South-West of 
the USA. 

. Two Gejrnaij families which had emi- 
grated to this God (and man) — forsa- 
ken area in 1938 try to survive some- 
how, running a petrol station and a res- 
taurant. • 

Twenty years later^ the force keeping 
these survivors alive h^s died down; 
they decide to move on! 

The plot is very prpmising, yet Glow- 
na, who al$o wrote the screenplay, does 
pot live up to expectations. 

He is a director 1 capable of presenting 
air exciting plot. In this film, however, 
his driving force is missing. He just 
hasn't got u feel for the grotesque; the 
scenes -depicting the brothels and the 
ageing Negro Mama (dubbed in Ger- 
man by Brigitte Mira) cannot be classi- 
fied as successful. Somehow, he is not 
uble to inspire his female ' characters 
» with the-required vitality. 

Angela Molina dances. around with a 
mixed-up psyche und Vera Tchechdwu 
h'u^ to almost copy Ophelia’s role of in- 
sanity. ' 

Only l\yq characters slick in my inimJ. 
Although Glownn declared his "inten- 
tion to make a film about women, these 
two ctiuruciers are men: an old, wise 
Bed Indian, part cummcnlutor, part 
' presenter (German dubbing: Bernhard 
Wicki) and (he Polish actor, Jerzy Rud- 
ziwilowicz, whom Andrzej Wajda had 


Berlin forum: 11 rich days 
of varying fere 


T his year’s 13th International Young 
Film Forum gives those interested 
1 1 days to work their way through the 
veritable mountains of film* presented. 

The Forum, the second part of Ber- 
lin's film festival, provides an opportu- 
nity to experience the ups and downs of 
one's own cinematic fantasies, no easy 
task considering the vaslt selection put 
forward. • • ' •' 1 '' 

, Oil ring these 1 1 days, the einenm be- 
comes the mirror of the world!; Al- 
though the richness of the world cAhhot 
he captured adequately on the screen, 
this medium presents the varied; con- 
futing yct fascinating sides of lift which 
make up the world we know. 1,1 1 * 
This 1 year the' programme befcah with 
a document of ‘cirtema’s own early his- 
tory.' ■' ,,:i 

Charle* Mutter's Before the Nibkdo- 
deon — the Cinema 6f Edwin S. Pottbr 
takes lis back to the "“bremhtaidng’’ 
days of thi first movirtg 'pictures, takihg 
iip thc trail of the 'first 'well-known 
Amerlcah film director, EdWin S. ' Por- 
ter. • ' 1 • ■ ! ; 

Porter was regarded as one of the' real 
forefathers of thC modern-day Western, 
gaining his breakthrough with The 
Great Train Robbery ' 1,1 
This film represented b piece of con- 
tinuity in filrii h)stoty, the' 'aspect Evi- 
dent throughout the whole of this year’s 
festival. ' ' " 

' There are many references and glan- 
ces back nt cinema's days gone by. Pas- 
solini's L;i Rabbin is one suth example, 

, produced 20 years ago as an ungry look 
lit die Age in which' he' was living. 1 
1 It Is p&haps bne pf the most typical 
arid exemplary entries to the forum. For 
cinema's future; its' uninhibited deve- 
lopment and a cchaiii 'degree df its 'ci- 
nematic utopia Wolild not hnVe bAcn 
’ possible' without understanding the link 
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30 bottles) or fruit juice* 1 orolher was killed fighting iat the 
TW. advice appear, to t'W & 1 n ' a S, re,l " y 

men households have sons re^- War n,1U^y, ’ ,S ^ “ ere-| i ; 

serves at home. RW.wrrepng changes iwhenjshe reali- 

M-AtaUm/vP ft? war did not end in (918 but 
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■ (RheInUchfl ^ 26F ^ e prfc S eht;ralher than the past which 

1 her 1 ill, Und literally leaves 

. ^ ffiipeechless. ' ! 

3 I n German^ r f speak aqd puh but this 

* l!?:! 1 pass an d she will regain her 
‘ : "Please open your eyes!" says 

i ir Psychiatrist in an effort 1 (o remove 

' Iffi. P^dlysis, "The subicqucrii' events 

PMinfy did open her eyes. 

Order dlriiri &». ... «. M " c “ l ! n 8 ■ character which must 

Vour Jeoutar ' - E5? Bcnnclt at the, aaipc 

your regular bookseller. !?' ?!<«« the necessary degree br au- 

f~=n , *p d 1!t>chnieni; . , 

Vjf*% ILj tio . so , he needs no flpse-ups or 

WTHwiion dying scenes, which can 
, ® he observed in Berlin, No W»- 

0AV-V«rtag»hau8 Sioiinn?^- dy ' s making usc of slow- 
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Federal Republic of German mL 'ucd. to undcrMatemcnL He does 
. . la^ut u Wild -story, but sketches in 
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n •htenfion is 'noi io provide a de- 



Ian Charlefon and Julia 


already presented as a man of marble 
and a man of iron. 

In this film, he Is u man of taciturnity. 
In one episode of the film he blows 
away his blues on the saxophone. For a 
whole hour, it looked as if Jerzy Radzi- 
wilowicz would have a chance of gett- 
ing the Silver Bear award, biit by the 
time the lavish and ridiculous final fire- 
work display is over, his chances will 
have probably disappeared. 

Eberhard Seyboid 
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Covington In Ascendancy. 

(Photo: Internationale Film Fe&lspielc Ocrllni 

between cinema’s past and present. 
Here wc find a field for experimenta- 
tion at this year’s Torum, i 
This Will undoubtedly have Its impli- 
cations for. traditional cinema, which 
has set up too many restrictions, to its 
own development. 1 - 
Sometimes it is enough to (aka a look 
at the world fi rom .a hew, unusual per- 
spective.to discover new aspects. This is 
. successfully achieved In an entry deal- 
ing With the situation of the US-Chlnese 
1 in SariFfand sco's CUihatbwn. ' 1 


Chan is Missing by Wayne Wung 
takes the typical American detective 
story down to Chinatown. Thc search 
for the missing Chan enables the au- 
dience to take a closer look ut this exo- 
tic milieu, behind the usual facade seen 
by tourists. 

Thc fact that the two protagonists do 
not in fact find Chuil Is of minor impor- 
tance. More important Is their exciting 
and amusing trip through this hew and 
unknown world. 1 ; 1 " 

Up to now, Syria has been cinema- 
tic unknown and at first glance Samir 
Cikra’s film Hadisat 1 an-husf meter 
looks very mufch like cohVeriliphal Eu- 
' rbpean cinema. '• '*•' , ' 1, 1 
'' Htiwever, the director eriiplbyk clever 
rii&ntts'to tell the'stdry of the' fruitless 
love of a tax official ’ set against 'die 
' background; of the War aghinst Israel. 
Finally, hp returns to.tHe peeking brder 
ofthe bureaucratic system. : 11 *' 

The Imitation of the' European why’ of 
life and the mechanisms behind the so- 
cial hierarchy are also caricatured!' ' ' 

As opposed to European films,’ how- 
ever; life’s' weaknesses :, neV6tr-giklh the 
upper hand over life itself. Love would 
appear to be one of tti6 main themes at 
1 this years festival,' if (he first films 
shown are anything 'to r go by; intense 
fedihgs, 1 loii^in^ ! arid the inability to 
realise them attract tlie interest of many 
1 filip directors; 1 

Nothing would 'se'e'ni more difficult 
today than' to live together in harpidny, 
whether on a large or small level! Sho- 
rab Shaljd Siijess. who experienced u 
huge flop in (he competition with his 
threc-aud-a-half hpuf blbW-lip ' Artistic 
production Utopia, ' presenttd ii ‘quiet, 
thought-provoking film atth’e Tb’rUm. 1 
In it he 'depicts Ihe VclutioriS between 
the private world and the xt’olrld piitsldc, 
Tor example to foreigners.' ' 

Address Unknown showi us how a 
marriage 'breaks doWp'; iiid how n 
woman is corifrontcd by hostility to- 
wards foreigners Hft«r’| living’ together 

with a foreign architect. ! 

Thc essayisiic |ifctureS In the film 
seem relaxing and fill! of hope, ydt as 
soon as Saless drifts into developing ci- 
nematic hypotheses Ibr lEPo, the film al- 
most turns ihto an 1, education til film, 1 us 
if the acceptunce br minorities could be 
taught via the cinema. • ! •: 

Saless* film does have its ambivalent 
‘effect in the love story between a maker 
of documentary films and a film jouma- 
■ list, Hans-Stern pel and Martin Ripken*. 

A Love Jike any Other, > however, Tails 
as a film, presenting the ideal world of 
,a modern-day. couple, a slpry . which 
could figure pn th? glossy pag^s.of Qos- 
mopplitanoL prigft/e . , , m, 

•-uThe only difference is .that our two 
real sunny boys are, hqmosextials, 1|> 

, npt easy to undersjand exactly whutihe 
! two authors of {his film whht. " ' 

Was i'iliff intention lb criticise the ?u- 
perficial nature of ihi's're|dtion{hip7 dr 
to show the fact that the living- toother 
dfiwo hmiibsexua'ls'ft a "love liki any 
olher?’’ 1 1 1 : : ■ ;t ' ■ l,! j ■> * 

1 Whichever; neither wds ’successful, al- 
though the filrii was a refreshing slip 
into the ridiculous, 'deihbh strati ng the 
fact that many, young film^mUkere ove- 
restimau : their abilities. Yet despite 
such j moments, 1 which; make the, forum 
noiess exciting, the forum hasifoUnd its 
identity at. half-time. -.;■■> ; ■ v r. . . 

- -M • RofoMKeUer 
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the german tribune 


exhibitions 


Rhineland and the 
Viking connection 

There are plenty of written docu- 
ments dating back to the 9th and 10th 
centuries that describe how the Norman 
j adventurers took their swift flat-bottom- 

1 ' boats as far as Cologne in 839/40. 

n the Year of Our Lord 883, the Nor- TI ? ere are also descriptions of how they 
mans, having, come from Denmark, raided and fired other cities along the 
l°° k . th . 0, r ships up the Rhine with Go- Rhine- But there arc virtually nn 
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(MEDICINE 
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The stresses and strains of being 
foreign take a heavy toll 


[■ v jl 
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defried’s approval," wrote the chronic- 
ler Abbot Regin o. 

; “Having taken oppidum Duisburch, 
they erected a fortress in their accus- 
tomed manner and remained there 
throughout the winter. Prince Heinrich 
rallied an army against them, prevent- 
ing them from undertaking plundering 
forays in the vicinity. 


raided and fired other cities along the 
Rhine. But there arc virtually no 
archaeological finds relating to the 
Rhine forays. 




Lne person in 13 in Germany is a 
(foreigner. So is one worker in 10. 

medicine has done little to adapt 
|p special needs of foreigners despi- 
te fact that their rate of absenteeism 
(to illness is now higher than among 


1975 it was the other way 

en dates from AD ^JMs^Sictors have progressed little 

(Pbote rod complaining about the difficult 

C*hnri«*mi>nna , caused by the language barier and 

denth rwn j *i * d V^ in 814 1 f difficulty of examining foreign 

ror Bi ra .e s ' C n rf TJ*? >»*« KO due to their . cultural back- 
ror pirates and und adventuru m &. 

One of the reasons why ft I is quite possible that becoming ac- 
were able to exploit this vac* tonied 10 tbe German social welfare 
that this coincided with ihelri Iw® and a different attitude towards 
the square sail that mado lk ri in Germany plays a certain role in 
boats — which had previous^ absenteeism rate. But this in Itself 
cd on rowers — so formidabfyl! ™des no adc Q uate explanation. 

-A? ” 

ssias skssiF ■» - » «* — - 

trading vessel known as a io Je .u 

was. however, unsuitable^ *OTfcor tsalancc. Il 'ey are more prone to 
rivers). ""^hosomatlc disorders of the digesti- 

p tract (especially in the second year of 
■ 5p ™. u, i on t0 Ibc effect liufoir stay in Germany) and the curdio- 
h'B Christianity had dampcmcular system. 


This has several reasons. The most Mtamrt M ° hurch ,n Wordon da *°s from AD 750. It Is 

important one is probably that these no- ° y thB V,k,n S 8 * 


important one is probably (hat these no- flwl 

mads of the sea - unlike in York, nor- of Bonn, where (lie old Roman fortifi- rh, a • 

them France, Sicily and Iceland - cations were restored in the year 881 to didSh 0 ^ 1 "." 8 !” died in Sl4 ' 
never really settled along the Rhine. As ward off the northern predators an idenI P«i 

8 result, there are no graves of Norman F °r the rest, there is every likelihood p,ratfls and Und adventur « 
fiobihty nor any of those treasures that that the Viking researcher Wilhelm Ono of tbe reasons why ft 

fo?safeke U eDL e afrom7 U | d *1™ *"*** ° P ? inU He mainta ins that ' vcre ab,e *o exploit this w 

Th„ v-u P g f the ,00terSl the noblemen along the lower reaches l,1at th,s coincided with their! 

ih tr ° Ve °u CuerdaIc ° f the ^ ine did not hulld their fortres- * he sail that mado ft 

«l™ and f 000 lhf nf T t !'‘" ,0>P0 ° - he ViWn8s bu ‘ the b ° als - which had prevind, 

° I Pt- bs ° f 8,lver ,s a typical fora ys Of their neighbours. cd °n rowers — so formidably! 

example of this type of burjed treasure. Do Viking activities along the Rhine It is nn minn-A* a”! 

nature* 0 W ° rld ' S bi ® eSt nnd ° f lhis ST2T ‘° S0,vin .® lhe 1““' ° r tb « SgXw 

Naturally, the Vikings could have left nuvians left their homelands n { ldv 5 nt of lhc . lllc m °rc 

snwSSSSS 5F=*=& 

be ween Duisburg, Koblenz and Trier. the rest of the old world? „ 

^Iter an, they often enough had to re- For the Icelandic Vikinn snecmlkr ■ ip US“ l . ulion t0 the effect th* 
SV n f re ? E h? st c* The problem for the Mngnus Mognusson, the main reason r’H. Christianity had durape 


dow " JtffiK? SCtdera wouJd have buried 
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their camp and withdrew to the coast.” 
The City of Duisburg owes Abbot Regi- 

no the first exact dated mention in writ- 
ing, 

tiut Duisburg had been settled long 
before, then. It) fact, as far back as 800 
BC people had been making use of the 
fertile soil and the favourable position 
or the area at the confluence of two ri- 
vers. What attracted the Normans to 
Duisburg was nqt only their hope of es- 
tabli^h.ng a nourishing trading centre 
4nd. or plundering the king’s posses- 
sions but also the fact that this was a 


for safekeeping from the looters. 


nature. , 

Naturally, the Vikings could have left 
ail sorts of amulets, coins or even 
swords behind in their winter camps 
between Duisburg, Koblenz and Trier. 
Alter all, they often enough had to re- 
treat in great haste. The problem for the 
archaeologists is that the exact location 
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cd on rowers — so formidabfyfi 


trading vessel known as a % 
was, however, unsuitable fa 
rivers). 

Speculation to the effect du 
Christianity hud dorape 


’{gfe* comroTIhe cf lhes r^ Vh; s ';c b™ C pn C po „T 

!hoth°! ■ 16 ond 1116 mouih bf Cats ^ 


iviu^uussun, ine main reason Hoi,#- ■ . * uhiujmuvviui ayaicui. 

•or the raids was a Scandinaviun nnm. "finung spirit of the Vikings iiBPeople living in dormitory accommo 
Inflnn pvnliutA. .. i. V1Un P°P U - of time. Shirth.iilHinn .JUlJ f 


""" J B !“ d upon lhe MOOth anniver- 
W of the. first mention of the city as a 
^0010, opportunity to present an cx- 

fh?v?w °" hlslor y a,,d culture or 
1 ^» Wh0Se ,oodn 8 raids In the 
Rhineland were notorious. This also 
provided an opportunity to present the 
early history of Duisburg. 1 

of 7 ^ 000 ^ 10 " of 11,0 two kernes 

'welrd 9 Tlfr hlbll ° n - ’* ° n,y s «mingly 
SJS; ^ c f fjn.ectmg (ink is Abbot Re- 
glno s chronicle, which deals with both 
the city and the Vikings. 

The Norman raid 1,100 years aao has 
f-ntf r industrial % a chance 
to profit a bit from the grimly romantic 
and^savage charm of the blonde darede- 
vils from the far north. 

TTio show, though not largo in tonus 

of ?h. 1 mT."* '* Wel1 w ? rtb ««ing. Most 
r °1 exhibit-aro.on loan 
2“!?. (be Leningrad Eremitage,. Britain's 


nr^aeolo«ica| IS f1iiH/ (, in S , C “ r !' ly of 71,0 l™dom.lovin e Viklnos w ho, using the Russian “? P 8 ' 1 '" 1 ' 8 ,8n 8 u “8° ls essential 

senrri, mtffi 5?. 1(1 simpiy thal rc ' nusson suggests also flo.l in ' i ’’ lls far us Asia Minor und rt® rH,,l| g Prablems that have psycho- 

fyhlg!' This ‘would 'require C niore ,,tC,l t SI " *7 ^ ' b ™r«>! “fc r00 ‘ 8 ' “ ,8 .herefore ^ rare for 

, PP lobe particularly costly. j n j cc j un( i h d hp _° rsenicn wbu *culctl jyy n (vsc forciun eiomcnis Jr known lhe patient for n long time 

. The archaeological digs in downtown Hnruld ” Cycupvus ^ rom King . , ’ ’ Bud a reasonable chance of success, 

it,, n!?!! °2 ly becumc possible when h century treasure irwlAllompts to overcome the language 

Public Works Department dug up | ln ,„ ni ar a . s I . 10 Rblitelund is concerned, , 1< i l,P V 1 ? Pussb,n city of Smokwoblcm through foreign doctors pruc- 

cuystreets to Jay new water pipes. °'' er * u ob vious that the Vikings tn ,,Cl ,0,h u si,Vcr pendunl w®ng in ureas heavily populated by 

The amount of work that still remain* nmhin W0re not looking for P r ‘ ,noi| ncetl, symmetrically ©Ir countrymen have fulled because 

to be done In this field of archaeolooi thorn and * ^ ey altuc l cet l only where . C1U . ° a m, *ustiiched Viking ffieeks, Turks or Yugosluvs have a bias 

cal research is evidenced by the fact mnn« ** ° P rondse of rich booty: ? J1, ][ ine » Arab, Anglo-Saxon their own doctors und prefer to 

that only six per cent of the famous He S °S es und cilles K Indiun co,n6 - ■ fced by Germans, 

deby settlement in Germany’s far north Ciirollnokn a« ,hc r wcn,lh durin 8 lhe 11 ls thc very fiict ihut Vimfir strcss rcsu l tin 8 from thc movc to 

has s° far been thoroughly sifted and r ‘" 8 n Aga was « p o«d to so many country, from a rural area to a 

analysed. in his catalogue essay, Wilhelm inn. m B influences (hat makes it a# and reparation from thc next-of-kin 


lation explosion in thc 7th century dmt li L . Shi P bui,di »8 teclii 

the resulting senreily of land. Only the ^ dec,s,vc c| cment here. 

f™- t n SOn ,. COUl , d j nl,cril lhe father’s Was (he Viking culture oite 
arm, tlie others had to range afield. dependent? As traders and 

The freedom-loving Vikings Mu k- who ’ usln * ll,c Russian rivta 
nusson suggests, also fied in musses “* rar us A,j “ Minor und ll 
rorn the violence of regional chieftuins they ni, turully saw add 

mid princes. b much foreiun an.: a,., I tti 


oi time. Shipbuilding iccho!«lon without their families are much 
thc decisive clement here. Bore susceptible than others. 

Was lhc Viking culture nfiiJ TKalment ls difflcult and often im ‘ 
dependent? As traders andi| 98alble because thorough familiarity 
who, using thc Russian rivnC* ,he l^tient’s language is essential 
;»s lar us Asia Minor und ihlf treal,ns P robleras that have psycho- 
bust, they naturally saw add®? 11 roots ' 11 is therefore very rare for 
much foreign arts mid crAf^Snoni to receive psychotherapeutic- 
squally naturally they were {JP 1 ™ 111, 0nl y ramily doctors who 
>y these foreign eloments Tf V9 J known lhe P°t lent f° r n long time 

. .... &nd a reasonable chance of success. 


d.by seltlement in 

;S“ 1; bMn ^Hl? sift ~ 


RhhI. 0 ?. ri ? o r Vlk]n8 ^ 8 'ong thc 
Rhino It, in inverse reladon to ha 
amount of Viking speculation. 

. “ e ? r n . cw cr °p of art his- 


Yorkshire ^ tb « or Z 

;S.^ ta>eun, ' a ™ d ni8n y German budt 88 8 Protective 


'institutions. , Z 

. TJo Jioms have been assembled into a 

SsaaSK 8 **??? 

Much infpntutjon is alio provided in 
the form of photographs, replicas and 
.onginal ahefact, Sn (he VlkJAas* r“li- 

( 8f°.n, burial rites, and scrip!. 

exhibitions have 
been 1^ educational than the Duisbura 
show. The, relatively small though eS 

; te "ftp* I s hkely lo become a «j- 
■veted handbook on the Vikings. . , ' 

d ? justice to th e achievement 
of the organisers of the Duisburg exhi- 
'hlbon, it must be borne in mind Z 
they^had very little material to fall back 

fiiei h hir U d - 6 l? te 10 the actua * theme 

. WjJ M f. . m ,n d ; The Vikings on the 


omer tortress was built as a protective 

the Norm ans P But this 
has clearly been proved only in the case 


Sjajf ° rtb0 u ^SmSS 

“modv?' 1 - 8nd 10 bo S8ll * e d Mnerged as 



Viking J affttif pient In Dufabjrg.ln AD683,. 


pi* 

.. till, f. 

Model by R. Szymczak, of Dulaburg, 


Indlun coins. 

It is thc very fuel ihut Vib'n| 
was exposed to so many wjdfij 
mg influences that makes it ala 
possible to pinpoint and delink 

Bronze jewellery with n 
edges, books with intricate i& 
vine ornamentation and pendtf 
plaited patterns can be found k 
culture as well (Franconian, Cefc 

What is remarkable is llic^ 
flex ibi lily with which Norman p 

silversmiths produced variaw* 
such standard motifs ns Thort^ 
the world-girding snake, the 
with bared teeth, thc plwflle 
god Frey and, later, the Christa* 

, Their drive to decorate evd?. 1 
inch with bizarre forms and 
us fierce as their mythology **l 
drive to venture forth. 

No matter how one looks 11 
artistic heritage left behind 
xmgs (the name means "bayp 5 
Y ik ^ing the old Norwegian n 
hay) can only be termed imp^ 
Their crude burial rites, n* fj! 
hy Arab envoys, complete ^ 
drinking orgies^ rape of 
human sacrifice, in no way dcif^S 
their great achievement of 
cd up world-wide trading rcutf*jf 
Mathias S&P | 
ffriiikftirter'Alltw 1 ^ 

. - . farDcMUchUniJ.y 


ng in ureas heavily populated by 
jr countrymen have fulled because 
teks, Turks or Yugosluvs have n bias 
linst their own doctors and prefer to 


oUeated by Germuns. 
LThe stress resultina ft 


I k stress resulting from the movc to 
tinge country, from a rural area to a 
and separation from thc next-of-kin 
ncourage illness. 

fid the slum atmosphere In which 
y foreigners are forced to live acts 
a incubator for latent psychological 
rders. 

has been established that people 
i alone, those with little of educa- 
and those who suffer from the gap 
«n the hoped for and the actually 
Wed social status arc psycho! ogi- 
' at risk. . 

ore than half of the foreign workers 
iermany say that homesickness is 
v °rst of their problems, 
ame^ickness can indeed lead to ill - 
; Psychiatrist Wolfgang Larbig of 
jngen University describes the mi- 
llions of our day und age as a 
^ycho-social problem of the first 

! r ?/L Mcnsch, GeselJ- 

wfr, Yol. 7, 1982). Separation from 
9 accustomed home environment and 
9 necessity to adapt to entirely new 
fundings and customs in the host 
unify cause major stress, says Larbig. 
specially in ^outhefn Europe, there 
M reeling of. safety within the clan. 

torn ,! Urc J 5 predictable and can be 
'"trailed i n these circumstances. Byt 
l ^ feeling of safety prevents the 
Teiopment of the mechanisms needed 
uapl to entirely different conditions 


because, while at home, all responsibili- 
ty rests with the clan. 

The clash with an alien society In n 
strange country therefore frequently 
overtaxes people who left home for one 
reason only: to make money. 

The inability to integrate in the new 
surroundings is an added stress factor 
which, together with the feeling that the 
Tuture is outside one’s control, can lead 
to illness. 

Thc end result is that the home coun- 
try becomes idealised and the host 
country is rejected. This kind of situa- 
tion leads to depression and psychoso- 
matic symptoms. 

Homesickness must once have been 
ever more pronounced than today. Peo- 
ple who did not die of homesickness 
frequently committed suicide or delibe- 
rately took upon themselves grave dan- 
gers in a bid to get back home, as 17th 
century literature on Swiss mercenaries 
serving European potentates shows. 

Then homesickness was generally re- 
ferred to as nostalgia. In fuct, even 
Goethe mentions the dire consequences 
of homesickness in a 1774 letter to Lu- 
vater. 

Gathering at railway stations as a 
symbolic act of being closer to home is 
not the only expression of homesick- 
ness among foreign workers in Germa- 
ny. Thc same applies to their search for 
persons they trust (like social workers, 
clergymen or doctors). 

These people frequently become figu- 
res that replace the mother buck home. 
Thc widespread use of churms and 
yniulcts among foreigners is another 
way of escaping loneliness and keeping 
the memory of home alive. 

In u bid to arrive ut generally applica- 
ble findings about the effects of migra- 
tion on health, Wolfgang Larbig Inter- 
viewed 143 Greek and 43 Japanese wor- 
kers in Germuny. He also interviewed 
62 Germuns working in South Africu 
and Latin America. 

He found that thc frequency of psy- 


chosomatic disorders of lhe digestive 
tract and the cardiovascular system va- 
ried from group to group. 

Germans working abroad were least 
affected. He attributes the differences 
to social status. Most of the Germans he 
interviewed were academics working as 
specialists and most were successful. 

More than two-third of the Japanese 
and Greeks felt that they were discrimi- 
nated against, while the Germans 
abroad had no feeling of discrimination 
whatsoever; nor did they feel homesick. 

On the other hand, 93 per cent of thc 
Greeks and 14 per cent of the Japanese 
said that they were homesick. 

More than 50 per cent of the Greeks 
and Japanese as opposed to 22 per cent 
of the Germans were receiving medical 
treatment for disorders with psychologi- 
cal backgrounds. 

Cultural differences between the 
home apd thc host country have n 
major impact that has nothing to do- 
wlth thc friendliness or otherwise a per- 
son meets with abroad. 

The Japanese language has an un- 
translatable term amae that, expresses 
the need for dependence and social ties. 

In Western civilisation such needs arc 
seen in a rqther negative light and 
brushed aside as puerile. 

The extreme discrepancy between 
two cultures explains the tendency 
among foreign workers to Isolato them- 
selves. |t also explains their psychologi- 
cal disorders and their homesickness. 

A foreign worker suffering from de- 
pression told Larbig that his stay in the 
host country was “n slow death," high 
lighting the threat lhc change from one 
society to another poses. 

Larbig compares this with what he 
culls thc voodoo death which is fairly 
common among socalled primitive so- 
cieties when a taboo has been violated. 

With people who have strong reli- 
gious and family tics, leaving homo can 
be tantamount to violating established 
stundards — a problem these people 
find hard to overcome. 


Warning over children 
and drugs 


S ome 100,000 Hamburg schoolchil- 
dren aged between 12 and 16 will be 
delivering official letters to their 
parents in the next few weeks. 

Thc letters won’t be their school re- 
ports, as usual at this time of year, but 
information sheets on the risks of drugs, 
tobacco and alcohol. 

Parents will be told that their chil- 
dren are at an age whore they tend to 
form cliques and show off, taking all 
sorts of risks in the process. This could 
make them experiment with drugs or 
drink. 

Hamburg's. Health Senator Helga 
Elstrier sees the information sheet Us a 
new approach in that its target is not 
the children but the parents: 

All surveys, show that the extent to 
which children arc at risk largely de- 
pends on family atmosphere. Drug 
abuse is greatest among children who 
fed uncomfortable at home. 

Surveys also show ; that young people 
who resort to drugs and drink have a 


considerably poorer view of their family 
life than others in that age group. 

The letter is only one part or the 
Hamburg drive that has been dubbed 
"Talking with Each Other — Living 
with Each Other" and will cost the city 
an estimated DM180,000. 

Against payment or DM10,. the 
parents can order two cassette record- 
ing giving examples of typical "crisis 
discussions" within the family and sug- 
gestions for a sensible settlement of dis- 
putes. Each cassette is accompanied by 
un information booklet. ' 

The new approach waB mado neces- 
sary because the usual practice of tar- 
geting information drives on the school- 
children themselves has made these 
young people curious rather than dam- 
pening their desire for drugs and liquor. 

A survey shows that 13.6 per cent of 
Hamburg juveniles aged between 12 
and 19 have experimented with drugs. 
This is one of the highest figures for any 
major German city. 

(Frankfurter Alls* meine Zeilunj 
ffir DeglKhland. 17 February 1983) 


Attempts at remedying the situation 
should therefore concentrate on giving 
the foreign worker a feeling and securi- 
ty and confidence and on making his 
future more predictable and controlla- 
ble. 

A doctor, for instance, could try to 
strengthen certain personality traits that 
would make it easier for the patient to 
cope with a strange environment. 

Chicago University psychologists 
have defined personality traits that pro- 
vide protection from psychological di- 
sorders in stress situations. These traits 
include, tho willingness to face a social 
challenge, personal commitment, belief 
inthe meaningfulness of one's own ac- 
tions and open-mindedness towards so- 
cial change. 

Promoting these traits and attitudes 
would not only make it easier for a fo- 
reigner to adapt to the ways of his host 
country but would also protect him 
from homesickness and the psychoso- 
matic disorders that go with it. • . 

Margot Behrcnds 
(Frankfurter Allgamalno Zcilung 
far Deutschland, 24 February 19$3j 


Shedding light 
on rheumatism 

C auses, course and genetic aspects 
of rheumatism were the main to- 
pics at the 3rd International Rheuma- 
tism Congress In Mainz. The meeting 
was attended by more than 100 experts 
from all parts of Europe, including thc 
East Bloc. 

Basic research received as much at- 
tention as clinical experience, 
Spontaneously occuring rheumatism 
In animals can provide valuable infor- 
mation on the causes and the course of 
tho disease in humans. 

The congress also debit with the pro- 
cesses that take place in rheumatic 
joints and ways and means of controll- 
ing them. 

'With it all, tho actual roots of most 
types of rheumatism still remain to be 
pinpointed. There is, however, hope 
that new therapies will bo developed in 
the coursQ or research. 

Next year's congress on rheumatolo- 
gy research is to be held in Belgium. 

The congress devoted a great deal of 
attention to a now English language 
periodical, "Clinical Rheumatology", 
that provides lhc latest clinical and re- 
search findings. 

The publication Is circulated world- 
wide. It is well illustrated and continues 
and amplifies where “Acta Rheumato- 
logica Belgica" left off. 

The papers read at the Mainz con- 
gress will be published in “Clinical 
Rheumatology" and the magazine will 
also provide important , contact addres- 
ses of specialists. 

Elisabeth Stef bBeuerle 

' (Allgem?inc Zeiuing Mainz, 23 February 1983) 

Ail in the mind 

T he World Congress on Psychoso- 
matic Medicine in July will for thc 
first time be held in Germany: in Ham- 
burg. 

Some 1,000 delegates are expected to 
attend. The Congress will deal, among 
other things, with the effectiveness of 
psychotherapeutic' treatment and its in- 
tegration. into general medicine and 
traumatic life experiences — such us 
unemployment — as causes of psycho- 
somatic ailments. ^ 

I RhetaiKhc P*>&L 23 February WK?) 
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I t was something of a surprise that no 
radical political ideas were put-fdr- 
ward by any of the speakers at a meet- 
ing of unemployed people in Bitd Boll. 

About 80 people Mended the mcet- 
mg, which was organised by the Protes- 
tant Academy. 

However, one speaker did say that 
action groups formed by the jriblcss 
could become political. And some hec- 
klers said that unemployment was a Cap- 
italist sickness and' that the whole sys- 
tem needed to be changed. 


SOCIETY 


The unemployed begin to 
co-ordinate their act 


13 March 1983*. 


On the dole out in (I,, 

January unemplomw ' 

fn millions 


unemployment for the past ten years, 
estimates the number, of such self-help* 
organisations in Baden-Warttemberg 


Thera was also a threatening under- a *°M® at fl boui 35. Thcro are probably ' But some of 

cutot in the posters on dispIayTJo- S W 300 such organisations nation- group in Reutlin 

blesi does not rbeari Defenceless*'),'. « the Bad Boll meeting. The point wS 

A Protestant Acadeiny spokesman 1 es- A P art from the common aim to esta- nuigii throuch Ic 
ti mates that there are about 300 organi- h !f .9omactwi£li other iob!e ? s and so- To Saintainan 

satipns Tor the unemployed in derma- ^Mlarge, the. objectives and activi- busy pede bion 

ny. Twenty five wore represented at Bad . * ,e J of these groups vary widely. Rei ! r ,;. J 

B °th r ■ * t v ‘v . ev ? n . hRve money to, use for newspaper thoi 

The fact is that, despite mass unem- »«mumty activities, Others are stlll'ln cheanSr 
ployment, tins jobless ‘ are • still looked th £[ “I?™* and don't. . tjcaiiv at five I i 

upon as social outcasts who are too laiy ■ . ft? mo «? fortunate groups are those Shu Sfe ° r 

to work. :ia , that are supported by the bhurches°or ntSS a ar 

Some of the delegates at the meeting t^ trade unions; which provide them ed moneTfrl^ 

have never had a job. They went on the .tf!#. Fnua for meetings. Others fall tends to mi/SrL 
dole straight from schnW • apart before hub. renas to use it to 


ones — have resigned themselves to 
their lot and gone into hidiiig. As n re- 
sult, the groups are all very small. 

But, some of them, like one action 
group in Reutlingen, huve progressed to 
the point where they can publicly cam- 
paign through leaflets and lire even able 
to maintain ah information booth in a 
busy pedestrian zone. 

The Reutlingen group publishes n 
newspaper, though printed oil very 
cheap paper and appearing hither erra- 
tically at.fiye to six-week intervals. 

Still, these are encouraging begin- 
nings. Another group in Ulm has receiv- 
ed money from a savings bank. It in- 



. » **'*fe h * fr0In school. Others, espe- ■ ap ? rt before they haVe properly manas- mn u ' 5 e J* t0 ,® tart a worksho P and 
dally old people, have been out of work * fo organise themselves P 1 goods.foJ iale. . 


cially old people, have been out of work ed (9 °rganisc themselves. ’ ■ 

"W?* . Wat (Hoy all have in coalmen Is ,hc 

While. older people lend, to throw in -? 1 ?? t0 hc ?P eac h other througli moral 
Hid towel, the young ones' rebel’ and g^ological/support and to prbvi- 
often try. to do something, such as form- W general and legal counselling, thus 


ins action .groups, : “7 7 . 7 

They are noi prepared to be viewed 
as outcasts , by the rest of society. Their 
idea .,s tp .retain.-, their, ipclfirespcct 
through the, groups they form, 

•u Tha national congress of jobless in 
■ Frankfurt- last December was something 
like a'signal. A tide of widely varying 
action groups has grown since them.. 1 
. WauaFOltarer of tha Protestant Aea. 

^ y ;J fl0 u° ha i red lhc Bad B °” meet- 
ing and. 1 who i has been. ■ dealing with 

/• . ii 'WUfNiiiiidiMbDuitAiuja 


tnaking It easier for the individual oh n , ,^ artmenft 

leas to find his way through he S ?“ pI £ M V 
jobs - though on a ^“„a,}° s 5? 1 ! imcdr “ r “"8 

People who try to biiild. up these ac- dSfto dBff?* l ° laC 
.lion groups say that one n r 5 , 1 ? ui “ , . e t0 d, fierenccs 01 

difficulties is^ »“■ The 


f, 8roup call,n '8 itseir 
( > u, . h H * ,p whi< * 'ms been in axis- 
fence for 20 years has tackled the reno- 
vatioh of two old houses. It intend* to 
let the apartments to young people 

havo P £ T U° Cld ? r,y maswr cr «ftsntcn 
have found work hero -and several 

young pdople who worked on the pro- 
ject were able to find other jobs. 

. Newly founded organisations have a 
.IwilLT 0 ^ 1 ? 8 “ conccp * of their 


objectives due to lack or experience and lhc | v “ 1 rl, J us f TOU[is exchanged 
due to differences on what these obiec- ° d P cdscd l 9 5 < u y in touch: 


fSKSKSHsnt -IK? 7““'“ “ 

. ' ' *‘i ■■■; iWfUthalbiciiurw. *f» find IhCJAitkEK n. ih*.- . 





• uirauionsuini 
no nUKpciMkin, 
fltc^iorjihjUB. 


■■■■ 


, ^WIKimko di Alcmanlm. 


?SpS»s=j-,' 

satersf 

w Cemonla II mondo? , 

•SSSSS&b?;. 

« 6 mo vo Memenlfl ef munde? . 

^r B r,c| tona lV«™t^ ‘ nJ “ Mnd ' tnlc ‘ 


1 on wnat these objec- 
tives should be. Tlio problem is that fi- 
nancors expect to have n blueprint be- 
fo re opening their pursestrings. 

There is an underground political 
potential that could turn into dynamite 

hc J 250 00n ! | S M Omi " uc - : one ll,ird «r 
tile 250,000 jobless in Badcn-WOrttcm- 

berg ure under 25. 

_ Neilher tlie„poliii fa j parl j cs nor ^ 

■ trade unions sccjp i 0 jiaye become fully 

lewness C0 " SCqMcnccs ^yputhjob^ 

but the unions are now beginninn in 
do something.; 

i hC J r “ dc U,,ion Nd«n- 

n °^J Sfncd Pqmmercnkc, told the 

comn B ° me ^ Infi that lhl "8s would be- 
come worse if wc continued to stick to 

e theory that the economy can pull it- 
self out of the mire by j( 5 bootstraps. 


Munich has an informaiiix 
on such groups covering the* 
the Federal Republic of Geraw 

These movements keep gro 
■ the number of jobless grows. Ban 
luiion to the uncinploymcni^ 
cannot come from them. 

Tho (rouble is that young jeN 
(cud (a divide everything inn 
pigeonholes to such un dxtenti 
possibility or occasional w«t 
wclfurc field wus not even diifl 
(lift meeting. 

But when one young wwf 
woman complained that she wiii 
to realise her career umbilici 
ler called out: *‘To hell with ad 
•— I’d be glad to ImVe uriysortrf! 

fiftW 

(■Siui<|diirr Zeitung. 3J 
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Survey reveals what most 
troubles the young 




i'll t*ii ill.. 

I in' ; .< 

j'1' Ji. . 
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, Nr:^ n ha,ra f rma - b ° iw «n is 

dW ; ,h . ,h " politi - 
Satisfaction ■Is. ■■ most .widespread 
among the more educated (44 percent 
for people with an Hemcntary 8 cW 


: »ii?.! 1 . l V l l e ; l;e ? p, ? n f , ' ,,ls “re optimistic 

The vounB - 


a;r ^ m enefky sdppjics 


land.”' nd ! nc ^ as ' n S'y ''“fJ lo undelj! 



Asked ibout the meth«i> 
thought bist in gelling their o«! 
cal views across, 81'per cenl ^ 
,n S . 15 per cent opted forsi}^ 
tenements' iind factories 1 and & 
cent favoured violence. ' J 
, 0n |y ajx per cent said ihauW 
f6l lowers' or alternative mo«n^ 
42 per cejit expressed 
such movements (the quota hf? 
(hisers was 27 per cent even * 1 
CDU followers). 1 * 

, Tlie environmentalists utnojig^ 
lerriativc movements Were ’fnbsrj 
fur: 74 per deni approved oflbeul- 
, ,. Hoc.kere jand extreme ’ 
groups each ihanaged only ^ ^ 
cent. • .■ • 

The sureey showed that 
»me number of people' coluiik^J 
pcie^ threatened by either of|f^ 
superpowers; 'J9 per cent rtammji 
vicl Union as the main threat ^ 
percent the United Stales. '! • Jjji 
tNCrnh*tjer kuiflirieHlrn, ’ 
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llgrims jam roads on the 
way to miracle waters 


The unions Were prepared^ 
jobless action groups — If J 
with money. And they wen mi 
dcring admitting unemployeds 
members. ' . 

Towards the end of th( & 
meeting, one delegate said tii 
served primarily to lake s«xft 
than provide un answer to the; 
posed in the invitation: Howe 
guard our inicrcsts? 

He conceded, however, ilui 
action groups could acquire i 
weight, | 

Even if the Bad Boll meetinji 
cd nothing else, it must ui 
•sumetliing that the represtni® 


I began on Ash Wednesday. A 
liar daily issued a report on alio- 
miracle-working water in the 
wine-growing community of 
bach in the Southern Palatinate. 

J boy was claimed to have rc- 
his sight after th? spring water 
in administered. 

since, there have been almost 
ports containing more and more 

'ids, headaches, slipped disc 
is, growths on the arms; up to 
0I |beople are claimed to have been 
* d. 

ie wine produced by the villagers of 
& ishbach is called Sellgmacher 
i ch can mean blessed or tipsy in 
d pan). 

any “pilgrims'* from all over Get> 
y end from abroad have been mak- 
their way to see the Ranschbach 
jd springs”, a small place of pilrima- 

I ivered during excavation in 1973. 
the Seligmacher be joined by a 
imacher (something which cures 
ent)? 

s Is no doubt that the water in 
bach Is good, for it contains 
linerals and was already known 
icneflcial effects long before the 
idnwday rush set in 
intil that day, however, no one 
rom Initiates had come anywhere 
te place since time imtnemorial. 
nee, the newspapers had a story, 
one but several. 

made people start believing that 
ust be some truth in the claims, 
ntll last weekend, 50,000 people 
rided to visit the place, coming 
ngolstadt, Kues, Detmold, all 
t place. 

i used to be a peaceful little vil- 
ild a local stroller. "Just look at 
people everywhere, reporters, 

eekends the traffic is controlled 
flbers of the local fire brigade 
*1 police. 

ot easy to come to terms with 
steady flow of traffic. The local 
f of police appealed to the "repre- 
atlves of the media" to remain rea- 
lms “and make sure everything 
n’t come to a complete standstill." 

» local administrative office recel- 
bundred of phone calls and letters a 
As the mayor points out: "Every 
r s a personal tragedy." 
slievers send parcels containing 
^ cani, asking for them to be filled 
jiuj the Water from the "miraculous 
5 I-’ The local administration ha* 
n on two people to deal with the si- 
ion, At weekends,! small buses drive 
le young and the ;old from far and 
to see the spring which is 30 mlnu« 
g foot from the village Itself. On 
fre&ys, you have to walk there. At 
spring itself, volunteers are respon- 
• for: administering; first aid and 

Ping some kind of order. 

no small .community , can still just 
.^Pe with the rush. And the fa* 
or the local postwoman tejfs the 

?• !!w post office has got eve- 

BrOg ujidei 1 control.. ,: - : - 

KJJ® ^nd.mbre fibek in every day. 

^ ®f! what arc reputed to be rai- 
K5 ® rp very popular nowadays. , 
fed J Health 

OeiasUr; 

• kttow Way around the SoWMi 


Palatinate”), has paid a visit to the spr- 
ing only confirms the opinion that 
there's something special about the 
Ranschbach waters. 

At the beginning of a small path lead- 
ing through beautiful vineyards to the 
place of pilgrimage we come across an 
undecided elderly couple: 

“Is this the way to the spring?" asks 
the woman. 

“Yes" says a stroller, "but you’ll pro- 
bably have to wait eight hours before 
you can fill up your can; nothing 
against your beliefs but . . 

Yet again the lady, clearly from the 
Rhineland area, asks the stroller "Is 
there a grotto there?". The stroller re- 
plies. "Yes, a grotto in honour of the 
Virgin Mary." The woman triumphantly 
turn to her husband: "I told you so, 
there is a grotto." 

She then looks at him with question- 
ing eyes: "I don't mind waiting so long, 
what about you?". — “No, I don't 
mind either " he mumbles. 

And off they go, dragging a small 
handcart with empty cans behind them. 
This is typical for many of the pilgrims. 

Those who return beam all over their 
faces; they proudly present the vessels 
they have filled, bulbous Chianti bott- 
les, crates of mineral-water bottles, 
petrol cans. 

And all are proud of having waited 
ages, standing around in tho cold, to 
reach their goal. 

One man comes back with two empty 
cans: “Turn back, friends, there's noth- 
ing left. I waited nine hours since this 
morning, anyone who has just arrived 
will have to wait until mid-night." De- 
spite this warning, no-one turns back, 
they wait undeterred. 

Undauntlngly they wade through the 
mud and balance their way across small 
Islands of Ice. 

Those returning tell an Italian wait- 
ing that he will have to wait ten hours. 
“Tliat's ‘a OK, I wait ‘a twenty hours!" 
he replies with a smile on his face. At 
the spring itself we find countless num- 
bers of pilgrims in rows of three; a long 
and sluggish-looking queue winds Its 
way through the woods. 

It's cold and now and again someone 
slips onto the ground; the younger peo- 
ple in the queue help them onto their 
feet again. 

They join the queue again — It 


'M J*i 


■ :-rt vis \ 










■'?« ..J',' / 1 ' 



The queues are neverwendlng 


(Photo: l^Bter Klein) 
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henr. jne stroller re- d oesn »t matter as long as they can get to 
jrotto in honour of the the miracle WBter> 

Tie woman triumphantly Everyone holds their can. Some of 
abend : I told you so, them have . huge containers which can 
• 4 take as much as eighty litres. You've got 

is at him with question- to make the journey worthwhile, 

ft mind waiting so long, Sometimes whole families can : be 
u?". — “No, I don't seen, each family member. holding a sq- 
j mumbles. parate vessel. Up at tho spring the co- 
ir go, dragging a small veted water flows out of three taps, 

mpty cans behind them. Each tap provides 12 litres a minute. 

Dr many of the pilgrims. und you can work out hpw long it Is be- 
itum beam all over their fore the next three patiently waiting 
udly present the vessels persons get to the tap. 

I, bulbous Chianti bolt- Most of them already drink a beaker 
mineral-water bottles, of water while waiting. One mother 
gives her child something to drink. ' : 1 

proud of having waited Behind the crowds flocking to the 
around in tho cold, to spring wc find more suffering than the 

desire for sensation.' i ». i . ■ ? : . . 

res back with two empty Now . and agpin the queue jqlts for- 
sk, friends, there's noth- ward a bit. Every time there's a satisfied 
id nine hours since this sigh of relief as the queue Moves Trif- 
le who has just arrived ward. . 

lit until mid-night," De- A figure of (he Virgin Mary hangs 
ing, no-one turns back, above the spring, beneath it the dctalptu- 
erred. ro bf a praying ohild. and there is inde- 

f they wade through the ed a group. There if an apiazing.sjmila.- 
jc their way across small rity to Lourdes, ana the vlllagh signpost 

also confirm^ this feeling: “To the 
ing tell an Italian wait- Lourdes Grouo” Is.Ransch^ach op. its 
have to wait ten hours, way to becoming a "Mini-Lourdes?" Or 

I wait 'a twenty hours!" will the firs* die down four weeks Alter 

a smile on his face. At Ash Wednesday? , . ;. .i 

1 we find countless num- The mayor and a chain of hotel? have 
in rows of three; a long definite }deas of how things shotild con- 
>oking queue winds Its tinue. . i . ! 

5 woods. At a press conference in the commu-. 

now and again someone nity hall, the mayor said: : "Up until a 

round; the younger peo- few. days ago, Ranschbach was a li«|a 

re help them onto their wine-growing village., We have no tour- 
ist facilities, arid we can't ddpC Witfi tho 
he queue again — It crowds for much longer. We receive in- 
numerable requests 
for hotel beds. 
Sometimes the ap- 
plicants write to the 
spa's administra- 
tion In Ranschbach. 
They want to come 
here on a health 
cure and we hope 
to be able to make 
this possible very 
soon." He has al- 
ready carried out 
negotiations with a 
chain of hotels, 
which intends 
building a hotel 
close to the spring 
with all the neces- 
sary facilities for 
health-cUre hols- 
days, welcomes; 
such ', plans.. and 1 - 
After eixboura, here «t iMt 1 ! < ^ hopes that perthU^ 
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slon will be granted to go ahead and 
build. Such a development would chan- 
ge the face of the community, creating 
sixty new jobs and providing new op- 
portunities for young people . . . 

The mayor is not worried about what 
is happening In Ranschbach but opti- 
mistic. A representative of the chain of 
hotels outlined its plans. 

Action was taken fast, almost over- 
night; now, equally speedy decisions 
were expected of the authorities. 

The project is planned In such a way 
as to remain profitable even after the 
euphoria disappears. 

; Ranschbach has the advantage of 
being in a beautiful area. Between the 
village and the spring there is an abun- 
dance of vineyards and romantic wood- 
ed scenery. 

An Idyllic spot for a hotel. According 
to the manager, plans focus on a hotel 
with 75 beds, avoiding the usual “gigan- 
tic dimensions" of such an operation. 

The house is to “optimnlly" adjusted 
to the countryside and situated close to 
the spring itself. There will be rooms for 
therapeutic treatment, a restaurant and 
a “transparent pump room," all "gear- 
ed to whccl-chairs" of course. He did 
not forget to mention a "house chapel." 

After all, efforts have en eye on a par- 
ticular target group. Our business-man 
pointed to a building plan in from of 
him, showing a diagram of the front of 
the planned hotel. And in the outline 
we find the following Intentions: (“in 
view of the change in overall aware- 
ness") this project is seen as an oppor- 
tunity “to provide many of. fhose seek- 
ing a cure (1) to find the path back to 
themselves by prayer and administering 
of the soothing waters, embedded in the 
pleasant countryside arid vineyards." 
Things are therefore taking shape very 
fast. 

i The mayor also confessed (hat he in- 
tends to ration the water at 5 litres per 
person so as to cut down, the , waiting 
'period and avoid trouble. Water would 
.then be handed out by local volunteers. 

He also emphasises: ^hat he has never 
spoken of a “iriiracie spring" but only 
of “water which cari heal" 

However, don't the people who come 
here expect much more than what any 
other good water stiprig in mineral con- 
tent can offer? 

And haven't the plans included such 
hopes and expectations? Outside, a jug- 
gernaut has just arrived and 5,000 plas- 
tic cana unloaded. The sun is beginning 
to set and theiqheue lit Ranschbach Is 
m ii longasitwosatmid'day. 
V'ivSV .?? r ' Michael FriUot 
JjfaeUhrpr Alfjpthalne Zfituflg 
. '’4feVDM»ciriai&28 tertiary 1483) 




